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Wherein theſe QUERIES are conſidered : 


[. Whether Kneeling at the Sacrament be contrary to 
any expreſs Command of Chriſt, obliging to the 
| | obſervanceof adifferent Geſture? 
IT. Whether Kneeling be not a Deviation from that ex- 
oy eg nm ans nos 67 
ITI. Whether Kneeling be not Unſutable Repug- b- 
nant to the Nature of the Lord's Supper, as being no| | — * © 
Table - Geſture? 3 
8y Tohn Evan , AM: Im 


The Second E DIT1ON.. oh. 


LONDON : Printed by F. C. and Freeman Collins, for Finchew 
| Gardiner at the White-Horſe in Ludgate-ftreet. 1683, 


_—_— 
—_ 


S | : ot 


@, ,6op' 


THE 


CASE 


Whether it be Lawful to receive the By F Faye: 
. © ment Kneeling ? 


rable Doubts which may in _ Conſcienee 
/ arifeabout this matter K\, do at preſent much 
of many honeſt and 
upon the Reſolu- 


Ta Reſolution of the moſt weighty and conſide- 


influence the minds and 
well-mezning Diſſenters ) 
tion of theſe tollowing Gs 


1. Whether Kneeling /in.the At of Receiving: the 
Holy Sacrament according to the Law of the Land, be 
not contrary to ſome expreſs Law of Chriſt obliging to 
the obſervance of a different Poſture? 

2. Whether Kneeling be not a deviation from that 
extmple which our Lord ſet us ar the firſt Tnſtituti- 
on? 

3. Whether acng's be a altogether Unſinbl 


[4] 
and Repugnant to the nature of the Sacrament, as be- 
ingno Table-Geſture? \ OS INESRE ALLELE 7.7 51» IGOR 
_ 4. Whether Kneeling Commanded in the Church of. 
England be not contrary to the general Practice of the 

Church of Chriſt inthe firſt and pureſt Ages? 
5. Whether it be Unlawful for;us to receive Kneeling 
becauſe this Geſture was firſt introduced by Idolaters, 
is ſtill notoriouſly abuſed by the Papiſts to [dolatrous. 


and purpoſes. / 1 j Þ, 
4 * v 
* x. Whether Kndelizg in the AR ofReceiving he Þ- 


crament inObedience to the Law of the Land, be not a- 


Tranſgreſſion againſt ſome expreſs Law of Chriſt which. 


obhges usto obſerve another Geſture? 


| For-fatisfaction.in this Point, our onely recourſe muſt 
be to the Holy Scriptures contained ir 'the Books of 


the New Teſtament, wherein the: whote body” of Di-- 


vine Laws delivered and enated by our B Savi-- 
our , are collected and recorded by the Holy Ghoft. 
And if there be any Command there extant concern- 
ing the- uſe, of- any particular Geſture in the Att of Re- 
eeiving-] the 's Supper, we ſhall upon a diligent 
enquiry be ſure to find it. But before I give in my 


Anſwer, I readily grant thus much by. way of Pre-- 


face. Whatſoever 1s enjoyned and appointed by God 
to be prepetually uſed by all Chriſtians throughout all 


Ages without any alteration, that can never be nullified . 
or altered by any Earthly Power or Authority what-- 


ſoever. When onee the Supreme Lawgiver and Gover- 


nour of the World hath any ways ſignified and decla-- 


red that ſuch and ſuch poſitive Laws thall be per 


ly and unalterably obſerved, then thoſe Laws (t 


in/their' own nature and with .reſpe& to the ſubject 
matter of them they be changeable) muſt remain- in 


full* 


+ . 


0 


” 


ion, for any Earthly 
Prince, any Council, atiy Societie of Men whatſoever, 


ts oppoſe the known Will of the Soveraign Lord of Hea-- 
ven and Earth. In this Caſe nothing tan take off the 


Force -and Obligation of ſuch Law's, but the fame Di- 
vine Authoritie which firſt paſſed them into Laws. Thus 
much being granted and premiſed, I return this Anſwer 
tro the Queſtion propoſed. 

Gag hath been fo far from eſtabliſhing the unalterallc 
uſe of any particular Geſture tm the Act of Receiving, 
that among all the Sacred Records of his Will, thete 
is not any expreſs Command to determine our prattice 


one way or other. hte ma bo germ 
by God to uſe what comely we pleafe, cither 


Land did not 
the forementioned Geſtures, without t 


violation 


of anyLaw of God. This perhapsat firſt ſight may ſeem 


very ſtrange and falſe to-many of our 
thren who have been taught to believe otherwiſe; and 


it may be ( to judge Charicably ) their Teachers and © 


Paſtours have in this particular been impoſed on them- 


ſelves, by the Writings and Afﬀertions of other Men- 


whoſe Perſons they have had in great admiration. But 
yet I am fo fecure of this Truth, that I 


all the World to produce the Chapter and Verſe where--- 


many Command is given for the uſe of any particular 


Geſturear the Celebration of the Lord's Supper. That” 


Popiſh Principle of believing as the Church believes, 


and ſwallowing, all for Goſpel which ſhe affirms to be - 
fo, though very miſchievous in its conſequence, is not ' 
foPopiſh, that is, ſo ill, as to pin;our Faith on the Sleeves-- 
ob particular Men, and relying; barely on the word and':- 


Kneeling, or Standing. And if the Law of the See the Caſt of 
in our libertie, we might uſe any of g6ge 


Ads. 17. 11. 
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credit of any one Man whom we. highly, cſleem; of 
what Party or Perfwaſion ſocver. Forthis is to create a 
Pope to our ſelves, and make every Man whom we 
phanſie infallitle ; this is to make two more than ſix, 
and the Authority of one Man outweigh the Autho» 
rity of the Church, that is a Society of Men'who are 
nothing near ſo liable to deception. Idon't deſire there- 
fore to be truſted by any means in the matter under 
preſent conſideration ; and therefore I would have the 
Reader to obſerve this Rule : Truſt no Mans Eyes or 
Judgment where youare able to uſe your own, bpt fol- 
low the exzmple of the Bereans, ſo highly commended 
by St. Pau/ upon this very account ; that 1s, to make an 
ingenuous enquiry into the Truth of things, to ſearch 
the Scriptures whether theſe things be ſo as I fay and 
aſſert. If this courſe were genera y wet, it would 
go a great way towards the compoing thoſe differences, 
and curing thoſe diviſions that at preſent are 'on foot 
amongſt us, occaſioned by ſeveral Tenets and Opinions 
about matters of Religion. By this means, a great many 
which paſs for Divine Oracles and Dottrines, would ap- 
pear to be no other than the whimfics and inventions of 
Men. With this cautionary advice I might fairly-dif- 
mz.s this Queſtion as teing fully Anſwcred, and leave all 
my Readers to diſprove me if they can. 

But Lecauſe {ome may pretend they have not Leiſure, 
and others want of. Skill, and athers are not endued 
w.t'1 Petienceenoug! to ſearch and examine this matter 
throvghly as it ought, I will yield all rhe-Charitable a 
ſitance I am able towards thcir relief, by doing the 
worx to their hands. My Buſineſs then at prelent is 
this, to Colle and Preſent to your view all thoſe places 
winch rc/at2.to the Sacrament, and are.moſt likely ro 
inform us Wiat our Lord by his Inſtitution and Appoint- 
ment h:th ol];ged us to. And certainly if rhere be 


any 


he 


[5] | 
any Command which tyes us up .toithe uſe of any par- 
ticular Geſture, Sitting ſuppoſe or Stariding, and- not 
Kneeling, we Nall ff inone or other'of the Evan- 
eliſts, who give us a perfe&t Narrative of the whole 
ind and Will of Chriſt in all matters neceſſary to 
Faith and Salvation: Let-us therefore bring them under | 
a ſtri& examination. | Sr. Matthew gives this account of Mar. 26. 25: 
the whole matter : As they were eating, Jeſus took Bread, © 
and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to the Diſciples, © 
and ſaid, Take, eat; this is my Body. | And be took the Ver. 27. 
Cup, and gave Thanks, and gave it to them. Jajing, Drink | 
ye alPof it. "For this is my Blood of the New Teſtament, ver. 8. 
which is ſhed for many for the Remiſſon of Sins. But I er. 2g. 
ſay unto you, 1 will not Drink henceforth of this Fruit of 
* Vine, until that day when I Drink it new with you tn 
Fathers Kingdom. And when they had Sung an Hymn, ver. 30. 
they went 'out into the Mount of Olives.” Much 6 the 
lame purpole is the account which St. Mark gives of this 


marter, 
And as they did eat, Jeſus took Bread, and bleſſed, and war. 14, 12. . 
brake it, and gave to them, and ſaid, Take, eat ;. this is my. 
. And he took the Cup, and when be had gives ver. 23. 
Thanks , be gave it to them, and they'all Drank of 'it- 
And. he ſaid unto them, This is my Bloud of the New-ver. 24; 
Teſtament, which is ſhed for many. Yerily I ſay unto you, V+ *5: 
I will Drink no more of the Fruit of the Vine, axi/the 
a I Drink it new in the Kingdom of God. And Ver. 16. 
they had Sung a Hymn, they went out into ithe- 
Mount of - Olives. And thus is the ſum of what Saiar 
Mark. delivers concerning the Lord's: Supper.” Saint. 
Lake with very little variation thus deſcribes the mar-- 
ter. 
And he took Bread, and gave Thanks, and brake it; and Luke 24, 19. 
gave wnto them, ſaying, This is my Body which is given for 
you; this do. in Remembrance of me. Likewiſe. alſa..the ver. u6. © 
Cup 


— 
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Cup after Supper ſaying, This Cup the New Teftament in wy 
loud, which ts ſhed for you. T's Evangeliftindeed makes 
mention of another Cup which aur Lord took, and after 
he had bleſſed it, -he faid to his Diſciples, 7ake this, and 
divide it among your ſelves; and withal told them that 
he would not Drink of the Fruit of the Vine until the 
Kingdom of God ſhould:come;; which Cup plainly.re 
 fersto the Paſſover, as will appear to any one whowill 
Re Mar, conſult and compare the 15, 16, 37, and 18. Verſes of 
26. 26. the fore-mentioned Chapter ; . #nd is ſuppoſed to" be 
Horz Heb. & that Cup wherewith the Fews were — 

- Paſchal Feaſt, which they Bleſſed or Confecrated iſi'viiis 
Form. of - words : be God who Created rhe 
Fruit of the Vine. - And whereas our Lord faith he-will 
Drink no more of the Fruit of the Vine, his meaning 
is, that he would never Celebrate the Feaſt of the Paſſo- 
ver with them any more afterthat-time, but their newt 
Feſtival Meeting ſhould be in Heaven: and this is very 
conſiſtent with our Lord's Drinking another Cup after 
this, which he Conſecrated to another ule and fignifica- 
tion, in the Sacrament, Ver. 20. . And this is all the 
light this Divine Writer affords us concerning the out- 
ward Rites and Ceremones which our Lord uſed him- 
ſelf at the Inſtitution of the Sacrament, and eſtabliſhed for 
the uſe of all Chriſtians inalt fucceeding Ages. 
As for St. John, he makes no mention at all of the 
Inſtitution of this Holy Feaſt by our Lord. - All thar 
can be collected from his Writingsrelates to the Paſſover, 
John 13-from Or, according to the Learned Dr. Lightfoot, ro what paſt 
Ver. 1. to 3. between Chriſt and his Diſciples at a common and or- 
Tal. p. 2s  dinary meal in Bethaxy, and that for this reaſon, a 
and Mat. 25. many others judiciouſly urged by him, becauſe the Dit- 
_ ciples thought when our Lord had faid to him, Ver. 27. 
That thou doeft do quickly , that he had given order to 


Judas who kept the bag, to buy thoſe things that they. 
p had 
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had need of againſt che Feaſt, viz. the Paſſover ; and 
therefore all thoſe paſſages, and that diſcourſe related 
by St. Jobs in the foregoing Verſes of that Chapter, were 
tranſacted at an ordinary and common Supper. And 
indeed this ſeems to be the great end and deſign which 
St. John propoſed to himſelf in writing his Golpel, and 
which throughout he conſtantly purſues, viz. To add 
out of his own Knowledge ſeveral remarkable paſſages 
(eſpecially ſuch as tend to demonſtrate the —_ 
of our Saviour) as had been omitted by the other E- 
vangeliſts in their Hiſtory of the Birth, Life, ACtions 
and Afferi 5 our = | mo Toke _ 

paſſage in St. Foby's Goſpel, whic int ment Of John x. 53- 

many Learned Divines both Ancient and Modern, hath . 
reſpe&t to the Lord's Supper, though not at that time in- 
ſtituted when thoſe myſterious words were uttered by 

our Saviour. 
2 Except ye Eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, avd Drink ver. g,, 
his Blood, ye have no life in you. Whoſo Eateth my Fleſh, 
* and Drinketh my Bleed, hath Fternal Life, and Twill raiſe 
bim up at the laft day. For my Fleſh is meat indeed, and Ver. 55. 

wy Blood is drink indeed. He that Eateth my Fleſh, and Ver. 56. * 
Drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. Now all 
that can be inferr'd from theſe words, as they relate” to 
; this Holy Feaſt, is onely thus much : that it's highly ne- 
| ceſfry for all Chriſtians ( who have an opportunity to 
j do it) to partake of the Lord's Supper, as they would. 
partake in the merits of his Sacrifice, and the Ccacy 

of his Death and his Sufferings; and that none but fu 

| as do receive the tokens and ſigns of his Body broken, 
and Blood ſhed for their Sins, ſhall be owned and rewar- 
ded' by him as his Friends. Theſe are all the places 
that: we meet with in the Goſpel ; let us now ſee what 
is delivered in the. 4s and other Writings of the A- 
poſtles and Divinely-inſpired Authors. DD their 

| B ritings 
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Writings there is but one place which gives any account 
of the Hiſtory of the Sacrament, and Inſtitution of it; 

and that is in the x Epiſt. to the Corinthians, Chap. rr. 
where St. Pawl declares, that what he delivered to them; 
he received by immediate Revelation from Chriſt him- 
Ver. 23 elf, viz. That the Lord Jeſus the ſame night in which 
Ver. 24 bhe wasbetrayed, took Bread; and when he had given Thanks, 
he brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body which is 
Ver. 25. broken for you: this do in Remembrance of me. = the 
ſame manner he took the Cup when he had Supped, ſaying, 
| This Cup is the New Teſtament in my Bloud : this do, as oft 
Ver. 8G as ye Drink it , in Remembrance of me. For as ojten as 
ye eat this Bread, and Drink this Cup, ye do ſhew ( or 
ſhew ye ) the Lord's Death till he come. There are ſe- 
ſocks places wherem the Holy Sacrament is men- 


x Cor. 10. 16, VETA 


| 21, tioned, and deſcribed by ſeveral Names and Titles ſutable 
| a&e5.15** to the nature and ends of it, which for brevity ſake 
| Ads 20.79, I omit, and deſire the Reader to conſult at his leiſure ; 044 + 


and I would not put him to that trouble, if they did 
contain any thing that made againſt Kneeling, or that 
lookt like a command for the uſe ot any other Geſture. 
Let us now. look back a little upon the places forementi-. 
| oned,and ſee what our Lord hath ordained and appointed 
to be of perpetual uſe in his Church. 
The Apoſtles and Diſciples of our Lord, at the Inſti- 
tution of the Sacrament, were the Repreſentatives of the 
whole Church; and are _ conſidered under a double 
capacity. Either asGoverours and Miniſters entruſted 
by Chriſt with the Power of diſpenſing and admini- 
| ſtring the Sacrament, or as ordinary and lay Communi-- 
| cants. ; 
If we conſider them as Governours and Stewards of 
| the Myſteries, their Duty to which they are obliged by 
| the expreſs command of their Lord, is to take the Bread 
icto their Hands, to bleſs and conſecrate it to that 
my=- 
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myſterious and Divine uſe to. which he defi it, to 
break it, to give it to the Communicants, as he gave it 
them: And foin like manner to Take the-Cup, to bleſs 
it, to give it to their fellow-Chriſtians. Fo 

That which they were obliged to doby the command 
of our Lord, conſidered as private Men, and in com» 
mon with all believers, was. to take and receive the 
Confecrated Elements of Bread and Wine, to cat and 
Drink , and to do all this in Commemoration of his 
wanderful Love in giving his Body to be broken and 
his Rood to be ſhed for the Sins of the World. 

And, what the leaſt Syllable or Shadow of a Com. 
mand is there here in all this Hiſtory, for the uſe of any 
Geſture in the Act of Receiving ? Since then the Holy 
Scripture is altogether ſilent as to this matter, its ſilence 
is a full and clear demonſtration that Kneeling is nor 
repugnant to any expreſs Command of our Lord, be- 

= an>.00 Geſture was ever Communal atall: And 

h been ingenuouſly in writing by a A Maaſript 

* great Enemy to Condon and agreat Advocate tor Sit- CO 
ting, That the Geſture of Sitting is but a matter of Circum= by wr. pey- 
tance, and not expreſy C —— body, p. 48. 

But the Scorch Miniſters Aſſembled at Perth, affirm 0hje#, 
that when our Lord at the Inſtitution Commanded his 
Diſciple to do this, he did by-thoſe words Command 
them to uſe that Geſture which he uſed at that time, as 
well as to Take, Eat, Drink, &c. The Force of their 
Argument lies in this, if it have any force at all: Qur 
Saviour Sate at the Paſſover, as the Scriptures plainly in- Mar. 26. 20. 
form us ; and it is to be ſuppoſed he continued in the thy. vt. 1s 
fame poſture when he inſtituted and Adminiſtred 
the Sacrament , which was at the cloſe of the Paſſo- 
ver : therefore Do this relates to, and includes the 
Geſture amongſt other things. But this is a _—_— 

| B 2 ut: 
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a _ tends to Sink rather than Support -their 
Anſw. L. For firſt, If our Lord did Sit when he Adminiſtred 
the Sacrament - ( which we will ſuppoſe at preſent ) yet 
there is no reaſon in the World ro incline us to think, 
that he intended by thoſe words, Do this, to oblige us 
ro obſerve his Geſture onely, and nor ſeveral other Cir- 
cumſtances which he obſerved at the ſame time. Since 
Chriſt hath not reſtrained and interpreted theſe words 
Do this (o that they ſhould onely reſpeCt Sitting as he 
did, why ſhould we not think our ſelves olged to do 
all that he did at the ſame time, as well as this? For 
example, It theſe words may be interpreted thus, Ds 
this, that is, Sit as Chriſt did , why not thus alſo, Þs 
this, that is, celebrate the Sacrament in an upper Room; 
| in a private Houſe, late at night or the Evening, after 
+Mar. 26. 20. a full Supper, + in the Company of 11 or 12 at moſt, 
Lake +17 and they onely Men, with their Heads Covered accord- 
ing tothe cuſtom of thoſe Countries, and with unleavened 
Bread 2 There lyeth as great an Obligation upon all 
Chriſtians to obſerve all theſe Circumſtances in Imita- 
tion of our Lord by vertue of theſe words, Do this, as 
theredoth to Sit. Sothat this Argument violently recoils 
upon thoſe that urge-it, and proves a great deal more 
than they are willing to have it. It concludes ſtrongly 
againſt their own Praftices, and the liberty they take 
in omitting ſome things, and preſling the neceſſary ob- 
—_—— ot others, upon a reaſen-which equally obliges 
roall. 
11 Bur I defire our Diſſenting-Brethren ( who be 
a_—_ of the ſame-Perſwaſion with theſe Sceteh-men ) Do 
this further conſideration along with them; - which T 
think will turn the Scales, and make deep impreſſions 
upon tender-Confciences, and oblige them to obſerve 
moſt of the. other Circumſtances which they omit, 


rather: 


? 


= 
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rather than this of Sitting , which they ſo earneſtly 
preſs and contend for. thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances ( except the two Laſt, which rooare general- 
ly allowed among Learned Men onall fides) are _ 
ly mentioned in the Goſpel , and were without diſpute 
obſerved by Chriſt at the Inſtitution of the Sacrament : 
But the particular Geſture uſed by him at that time, is not 
expreſly mentioned; and what it was, is very diſputable 
and dubious, as I ſhall evince by and by u the 
ſecond Query. 
How then can any Man think himſelf obliged in Con- 
ſcience? by the force of theſe words, Do this, todo what 
Chriſt is no where expreſly faid to-do, and not obliged 
to do what the Scripture affirms he really did 2 Why 
that which is dark and dubious ſhould be made an in- 
fallible Rule of Conſcience, 2nd that which is plainly and 
evidently ſet down in Scripture ſhould have no force,nor 
by be eſteemed any Rule at all: Theſe are Queſtions, I 
confeſs, beyond my capacity , and ſurpaſſing my skill 
* torelolve. 
[c's clear from St. Paul in the forecited place,. that 4y/@. 777 
thoſe words of our Lord, Do this, do reſpe&t onely the 1 Cor. 11. 23, 
Bread and Winz, which ſignify the Body and Bloud of $ $$%% **- 
Chriſt, and thoſe other ations there ſpecified by him , **® 
which are eſſential to the right and due celebration of 
that Holy Feaſt. For when it's faid, Do this in Re- 
membrance of me; and, This do ye as oft as ye Drink it- 
in Remembrance of me; and, As oft a ye Eat this: 
Bread, and Drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the LordsDeath 
till be come; it's plain that Do this. muſt be. reſtrain- 
ed to the Sacramental Attions there mentioned, and - 
not extended ro the Geſture, of which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks not a word. Owr-Lord Inſtituted the Sacra- 
ment in} Remembrance of his Death. and Paſſion, and 
not in Remembrance of his Geſture in Adminiſtring it-: | 
| And ; 


_ hes ud le 24s. no a th oo ae 2 —_—_ 
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And conſequently, Do this is a general Command , 
obliging us 'onely to ſuch particular Aftions and Rirts 
as he had Inſtituted, and made neceſſary to be uſed 
in order to this great end, viz. to gnify and repreſent 
his Death, and that Bloudy Sacrifice which he offered. 
- to his Father, on the Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners. 
Upon the whole matter, I think, we may certainly con- 
clude, that there is not a tittle of a Command in the 
whole New Teſtament to oblige us to receive the Lords 
Supper in any particular Poſture ; and if any be fo ſcru- 
pulous, after all, as not to receive it in any other Geſture 
but what is expreſly Commanded, they muſt never re- 
ceive it as long as they live: And then I leave this to 
their ſerious conſideration , How they will be ever a- 
ble to excuſe their .negle& of a known neceſſary duty 
(ſuch as receiving the Sacrament is) before God the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who loved-us ſo much 
as to ſend his Son to be a propitiation for our Sins : 
How they will ever Anſwer to their Crucified Saviour 
their Living and Dying in the breach of an expreſs 
Command of his given a little before his Paſſion to Do 
this in Remembrance of him, mcerly becauſe the Geſture 
preſcribed by Authority was croſs to their private 
Wills and Phanſies, but not to the Mind and Will of 
God. 


2. For the further proof and Confirmation of this 
Aſſertion, that there is no expreſs Command in Scrip- 
ture for the uſe of any particular Geſture in the A&t 
of receiving the Sacrament, I will appeal to the Judg- 
ment and Practice of our Diſſenting Brerhren,and all the 
Reformed Churches in Europe. 


1. To begin with our Non-contorming Brethren. 
There are a great many Serious and Sincere-Hearted 


perſons 


OOTY 0 IY 
Q f ! 


. 


" "Tl 1 
perſons among them, who profeſs that ( were they left, 
to their liberty; and not tyed up by the Law to:Kneet- "a 
at the Sacrament ) they could with a fafe Conſcience' 
uſe that Geſture as well as any other. And they fur- 
ther tell us, that they are willing and ready to Commu- 
nicate with us, provided we would Adminiſter the Sacra- 
ment to them either Sitting or Standing, that is, any way 
but that which is impoſed by Law. For the Rule by 
which they conduCt their Conſciences in this matter, 1s 
this: Thingsin their own nature indifferent, whichare no 
where Commanded or prohibited by God in Scripture, 
cannots nor ought not to be reſtrained and limited b 
any Power or Authority of Man : And therefore all fi 
things which God left fee for us todo or not to do with- 
out Sin, become ſinful to'us when impoſed by humane 
Authority. It's remote from my buſineſs to ſhew how 
weak and falſe a Principle this is, and of what miſchie- 
. vous conſequences to the Peace of the Church; and for 
that reaſon I will paſs it by. But thus much may be 
*- , inferr'd from this Tenent to my purpoſe; that they who 
hold and urge it as a reaſon why they cannot Receive 
Kneeling, which otherwiſe they could fafely do, plainly 
own, that as to the Geſture, inthe A of receiving, it is- 
in its own nature Indifferent, and left free by God for us 
to uſe or refuſe as we think fit, and by neceſſary conſe-- 
quence that there is no expreſs Command given by - 
God for the uſe of any particular Geſture. Itcould nor - 
be a matter of indifferency to our Diſſenting Brethren, . 
whoſe Principle this is, if there were no Law of Man to- - 
Kneel at the Sacrament ; and now there is ſuchra Law, it - 


coutd not be [ndifferent to them whether they received - y 
Sitting or Standing, as they profeſs it is, if there were cok 
any Law of God obliging to the uſe of any: one Geſture - \S 
whatſoever. , ns 
24 That there is no expreſs Command in as _ 
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© for any one Geſture in the Att of Receiving, may be 
inferr'd from the Judgment and Practice of all the Re- 
tormed Churches abroad : Whoſe Judgment and ex- 
ample will, 1 preſume, ſway much with thoſe who ſe. 
parate from the Church of Eng/and as not being ſuf- 
ficiently purged from the Corruprtions of the Church of 
Rome as other Neighbour-Churches are, and who ſtood 
once engaged in a Solemn Covenant, to reform the 
Churches of England and Ireland according to the Word 
of God and the Pattern of the beſt Reformed Church- 
es. 
Let us now compare the praftice of our Chureh with 
the example of the Proteſtant Churches abroad, and ſee 
whether ſhe ought to reform the Geſture preſcribed at 

the Sacrament. F 
The Reformed Churches of France, and thoſe of Ge- 
neva and Helvetia Stand; the Dutch generally Sit ; but 
in ſome places (asin Weſt-Friefland ) they Stand. The 
Churches of the Bohemian and Augu/tan Confeſſion, which 
ſpread through the large Kingdoms of Bohemia, Den- 
mark, and Sweden, through Norway, the Dukedom of Sax- 
ony, Lithuany, and the Ducal Prutlia in Poland, the Mar- 
quilate of Brandenburg in Germany, and ſeveral other 
places and tree Citics in that Empire, do for the moſt 
part, if not all of them, retain the Geſture of Kneeling. 
The Bohemian Churches were reformed bv Fohbs Hut 
and Ferom of Prague, who ſuffered Martyrdom at Con- 
fance about the year 1416. long before Luthers time; 
11 r'15le of rhe Auzsburg or Augaſtan Confeſſions were 
tounded. and retormed by Luther, and were the firſt 
Proteſtants properly lo called. Both theſe Churchez, fo 
early reformed, and of ſo large extear, did not only uſe the 
lame Gell ure taat our Church enjoyns at the Sacrament, 
Lut they, together with thoſe of the Fe/vetick Confeſſi- 
en, did in three Zeneral Synods unanimouſly condemn the 
Sitting 
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Sitting Geſture (though they eſteemed it in it ſelf] 

ful) as being Scandalous, for this remarkable .rea| 
wviz.. becaule it was uſed by the Arrians (4s their Sy 
nods call the Socinians) in contempt of our Saviours — ny * 
Divinity ; who therefore placed themſelves as Fellows ; Whdiſlan, _ 
with their Lord at his Table. And thereupon they en» 159%. 
treat and exhort all Chriſtians of cheir Communion ts 
change Sitting into Kneeling, or Standing, both which Ce- 
remonies we 1ndifſerently leave free according, as the Cue 

ftom of any Church hath obtained, and we approve of their 

uſe without Scandal and Blame. Moreover they affirm, 

That wheſe Socinians who deny ChrifÞ to be God, were the 

firf# that introduced Sitting at the Sacrament into their 
Churches, coutrary to the Praflice of all the Evangelical 
Churches in Europe. Among all theſe Forreign Churches 

of the Reformation, there is but one that I can find which 

uſeth Sitting, and forbids Kneeling , fot fear of Breath 
as | but yet in that Synod wherein COfJ» 
de Cnteling, ty ON CES their 
Churches to u ing, Sitting , or an Ambulatory 
op ( as the Fre do a5 ft conc ark Rarmon, 

fe Articles are ſetle mutt ent, that if the 4 

good of the Churches yy 22k it, they may and ought to. be — | 
changed, a £d or dimiviſhed. What now be 

the ground and reaſon of this variety both in Opinion 
and Practice touching the Geſture to be uſed at the Lords 
Supper? Is it to be ſuppoſed or imagined that an Aſſem-» 
bly of Learned and Pious Divines, met together on pur. 
poſe to conſult how to Reform their Churches accordi 

to the pure Word of God, ſhould through weakneſs 
inadvertency overlook an expres Command of Chriſt far 


the perpetual uſe of any particular Geſture, if any ſuch 
there had been? Cl te 6 honey? web 
thiak that all theſe eminent Churches wilfully paſt it 
ts 00s RR VO EO to their 
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(16) by 
own Phanſies, contrary to the known Will of God” 
Would they have given liberty to all of their Commu- 
nion to uſe ſeveral Geſtures according to the cuſtonr of 
their ſeveral Churches, if our Lord ed them to ob- 
ſerve but one? Would they declare ( as the Dutch Synod 
doth ) that what they enjoyned might be altered, if the 
good of the Church fo required, if fo be Sitting had been 
expreſly Coramanded by our Lord, to be uſed by all 
Chriſtians to the end of the World 2 No undoubtedly, 
they would not, we cannot either in reaſon or Charitie- 
fuppoſe it. 
The true Principle upon which all theſe Ref&rmed 
Churches built, and by which they are able to recon-- 
cile all this ſeeming difference in this matter, is the very 
ſame with that which the Churctr of Ergland goes 
by in. her Synods and: Convocations, viz. That as to 
Rites and Ceremonies of an indifferent nature, every 
National Church hath Authoritie to inſtitute, change and 
aboliſh them , as they in Prudence and Charitie ſhall 
think moſt fit, and conducive to the ſetting forth God's 
Glory, the Edification of their People, and the Decent 
' and Reverend Adminiſtration of the Holy 
Vid. Art. _oblervar, of the Sacrament. Whoſoever therefore. refuſes: 
the Harmony of /- > Sup to receive the Lord's Supper according to 
edit, Geneva 1681, ſeRt, up the Conſtitution of the Church of Eng- 
ing of Kneeling or the 24.5 1and; purely becauſe Kneeling is contra- 
ſuam cuiq ; Ecclifie libertatem' ry tothe expreſs Command of Chriſt, 
fetven relqunden arbiere- ruſt ' condemn the Judgment and Pra- 
Qice- of all the Reformed Churches be- 
yond the Seas, who all agree in this, that the Geſture 
m the Att of Receiving is to'be reckoned among things 
Indifferent ; and that whether we Sit, or Kneel, os Stand, 
or Receive Walking, we Tranſgreſs no Law of God ; 
and conſequently they prove my aſſertion true , that 
Kneeling is not contrary to any expreſs Command, no 
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more than an hs SIE AR 
themſelves tobe uſed ; which cannot conſiſt with an ex= 
pres Command forthe uſe of ay ons Gelture whatks | 


EVecT. 


Query IL 


Whether Kneeling be not s Devotion from tha 
Example which Chrift ſet us at the ff In- 
ftitution ? | 


Fe i Kor fallowin ib 
pro the four following 

the conſideration of our Diſſenting Brethren ; which I 

» will endeavour withrall Brevitie and Clearne$ to make 


good. 


r. 'That it can never-be wm_—_ fo as that the con» 
frience may ſurely build upon it , what Geſture Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles uſed at the Celebration of the Sacra- 
ment. 

2. Suppoſing that our Lord did Sit, yet his bare ex- 
ample Joth not oblige all Chriſtians to a like praftice. 

3. That they who urge ng 65 AE 
Rule in this caſe, do not follow it themſelves. 

' 4- That they who Kneel at the Lords Supper in 
plyance with the Cuſtom and Conſtitution of the Church, 
do manifeſtly follow the example of Chriſt, 


C 2 Firſt, 
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[48] 
' Firſt, The particular Geſture uſed by Chriſt and' his: 
Apoſtles at the Inſtitution and Celebration of the Sacra- 
ment, can never be demonſtrated fo as that rhe conſci- 
ence may ſurely build upon it. This I ſhall endeavour 
to make good theſe two ways. Firſt, we have no ſure 
round for it in Scripture. Secondly, the Cuſtoms ob» 
Frved by the Jews render it very incertain and dif- 
putable. 

1. All that can be gathered from Scripture amounts 
to no more than this, that as they were eating, -or as 
they did eat, as the Phraſe: is rendred in St. .Yark, 
Telus took Bread and bleſſed, it and brake it , and gave 
it to his Diſciples; and he took the Cup ( when be had” 
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1Cor. 11. 24. ay you , faith St. Paul; after Supper , as St. Lake hath 


it ) and gave Thanks; and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink 
ye all of it, Now it's very clear from this account which 
the Scripture gives, that onr Lord did Tnſtitute and Ad- 
miniſter the ment to his Diſciples, and that 

did Receive it : But whether Sitting, Kneeling, or Stand-- 
ing, is. no where mentioned, nor plainly determined. 
It's clear that he Inſtituted this Holy Feaſt at the cloſe 
of the Paſchal Feaſt, for he took the Bread as they were 
Eating, and the Cup when he had Supped; that he did 
Celebrate the Paſſover according to the uſual manner of 
the Jews in thoſe times, which was in a Diſcumbing 


; Poſture, on. Beds placed about the Table, much-after the 


manner of our lying or leaning apon Couches. Yet 
whether, after all,the Apoſtles Received, or our Lord Ad-- 
miniſtred the Sacrament ſtill Sitting, after the ſame man- 
ner as they did at the Paſſover, is not expreſt, nor can- 
be certainly concluded from the Word of God. The 

utmoſt ſtrength of their Argument who urge Sitting: 
in imitation of our Saviours example, can ariſe to no 
more than this: That it's probable our Lord did not alter- 
the Geſture he uſed at the Paſſover, when he Inſtituted- 


the - 


* cially at their Religious Feaſts ro Waſh their Hands of- Luke 7: 44+ 
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the lenient But who ſees nevi —_— is- 
far from a certainty ! A rhing ing may be really falſe, though. 
it ſeem likely to be true: And that opinion whicty is 
ſpeculatively probable, may when reduced ro praftice 
become a great Sin and a great Error. Thus to refuſe 
to Receive the Holy Sacrament Kneeling, and thereby 
__ a known neceſſary Duty, and not onely fo, but ro- 
urb the Peace, and break the Unity of the Church, 
upon a bare probability that our Locd fate, which we 
are not, cannot be ſure of, is a great fault in all who 
are wed. rub of it. For they appeal ro an incertain ex- 
inft a plain certain Command, »4z. toreccive 
the Tokens and Pledges of our Saviours dying love, and: 
to do this in Remembrance of him. Thiy therefore who 
ethe example of Chriſt for Sitting ar the Sacrament, 
i. a Plea againſt Knee wtdds well firſt to 
make the example appear, a prove that he did Sit, be-- 
fore they preſs a Conformity. 

2. If we conſult the Records of Jewiſh Antiquities, 
pr nodes Writi Learned Men both Jews and Chriſti-- 
Paſſover and the manner of the Jews 
Celebrating is. it, we ſhall find that they did not keep to- 
one and the fame Geſture t t the Solemaity. 
For the Babylon and Jeruſalem 7, ' Maimonidds and- 
Buxtorf, do certifie us that they did alter their poſture 
at the Paſſover, though the Lying or Leaning poſture 
was generally and moſt Reh uf uſed and obſgrved- 
at this Feaſt above any other. the Scripture gives- 
_ hints and intimations - of. the Truth of what rhey bl 

elver. "= 

r. It was the antient cuſtom of the Fews and of thole Gen. 12.4179 
Eaſtern Countries at their ordinary Feaſts and Enter- © 2: 24. 32. 
tainments to Waſh their Hands and their Feet, and eſpe- 1” AS. 


ten. At the Paſſover they Waſhed their Hands thrice 
- & 
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Nagoga, C 12. 


. Þ. 286, 


Vid. John 2.6. 


at leaſt, according to the 7Talmudifts and the Authors 
forecited. Which Ceremony could not well, nor was 
not in all likelyhood performed during their Lying or 
Leaning poſture on their left ſides, as their manner was. 
For the reaſon of their Waſhing at all, and ſo frequent- 
ly, was, that no legal Impuritie or Uncleanneſs might 
cleave to them, and to oily the great care they took 
to keep this Solemn Feaſt Holy to the Lord. And as 
they were Nice and Curious in Purifying and Waſhing 
themſelyes, ſo.in keeping the Beds, Table, Diſhes, and 
all other Utenſils neceſſary for this Feaſt, clean and free 
from all pollution too. To Waſh ſo often more than 
the Law required, and the general cuſtom of thoſe Eaſt- 
ern and hot Countries warrarited, wasa Pharifaical Inven- 
tion, and ſuperſtitiouſly abuſed by them ; and, as-ſuch, 
it's certain our Lord did not uſe it; but that he did Waſh 


ſometime before he Eat the Paſchal Supper, and after 


he had Sat down as the manner was, there is little reaſon 
to.doubt : and all that I infer from hence is, that when 
he Waſhed, be it once or twice, he his poſture, 
and in all. probabilitie either aroſe fronMis Bed and went 
to the place where Water and Veſſels were prepared 
and ſet for ſuch uſes, or had Water brought to him 
M a Baſin, wherein he Waſhed either Sitting upright , 
or Standing ; whichare both different from that Gelture 
which was peculiar and proper to the Paſſover. St. 
John, in Chap. 13. 2, 4, 5. Verſes, will explain and 
Confirm this Cuſtom weare ſpeaking of. There he tells 


us how. that Supper being ended ( that is, in a manner 
or almoſt ended ; for by comparing the 12 and 26 and 
27 Verſes together, we ſhall find plainly that they had 
not quite finiſhed their Supper ) Jeſus 7u from- Syp= 
per, and laid fide his Garments, and took a Towel 
and girded himſelf; and after that poureth Water into 
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« Bafin, ood Joes to Waſh the Diſciples Feet. There » 
are Learned Men on both fdes,- who think all this was via Gre” ©. 
| done at the Feaſt of the Paſſover, and that rowards the in loc. _ 
cloſe of it when he Inſtituted the Lords Supper ; but 1 2 #<2m*4 
ſhall wave this, and not infiſt upon it, becauſe, as 1 Mark. r4. i 
hinted before, I believe, as the Learned Dr. Zightfoor | 
doth, it was no more then ar ordinary or common 
meal ; and therefore I onely ſhall conclude thus much 
from it, which I think is very probable : That it was i 
uſual with the Fews to Waſh at their Feaſts, and that 'I 
in Sugper-time : And that our Saviour complyed with 'V 
this 'cuſtom. To Waſh the Feet of the Gueſts was the 
Office of Servants, and it was altogether unuſual for the 
cpleran xampleof Humliey and Chariabl defies 
ciples an example of Humili | 
rion one to another, perfrms this ſrvile Office himſelf "2%" = 
towards them ; which he might as well have done after WE . 
Supper, if it had not been to have Waſhed in Supper- : +4 
-| = time Seeing then it appears partly from Scripture, and 
partly from Ancient Monuments of Fewiſh cuſtoms , 
that the Jews were wont both before and at their 
Civil and Religious Feaſts to Waſh, and particularly at 
the Paſſover; then it's very probable our Lord did {6- 
roo, and altered his poſture as they did; nay it is very 
. probable that our Lord, to make his Diſcipels under--- 
ſtand what he was about to do, did at the Inſtitution of 
this new Feaſt , the Holy Sacrament of his Body and 
Bloud, Waſh before it; and having changed the 
that he was in before at the Eating of the Paſchal Sup» 
per, did not reſume it, but uſed a new poſture at this - - . 
new Feſtival-Solemaity ; but what thatwas, isnot cer- 
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* 2. At the beginning of the Paſchal Feaſt, the Jews | - = 
did pur themſelves into this Diſcumbing or Leaning . F 
Hh poſture, and uſed it- while they Eat and Drank the two —Y 
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Rom Omg ES: us”, 26” "8 
»Asthe Tal- | firſt Cups of Wine (for. every Gueſt was obliged to _ 
patand . Drink ra Cups at fhis Feaſt ) but at ah. oo 
ed Wrirers called the Cup of bleſſing in their Language, and the 
Vit ge rigwy. fourth iyled rbe Soxg or Pſalm-Cup when they Sung the 
ſort Hor. Heb. Hymn, there was no neceſſity of lying along; and it's 
——— likely our Lord took an opportunity when he took the 
third! Cup,to change the uſe and fignification of it, and to 
Inſtitute the Euchariſtical Cup, called by St. Paxl the 
. Cupotf bleſſing, 1 Cor. 10. 15. 

3. Before they Drank of the third Cup, the Maſter 
of the Feaſt took a piece of Unleavened Bread and brake 
ee Mr. 4izf- it, and after he had Eat ſome himſelf, he offers" che re- 
_ a Lear- mainder to the reſt of the Company, to do the like. 
formiſt isEx, Aﬀter this he proceeds to take ſome of the bitter Herbs, 
12.8.1. and to dip them ina thick Sawce called by them Cha- 
roſeth ( which was formed in the ſhape of a Brick, to 
repreſent the hard ſlavery wg | their Fore- 
fathers in the Brick- Kilos of Egypt) commanded 
+ All the Societic to follow his example. Now this was 
But. Syn. c. not done in an inclining poſture, as the Fewiſh Doors 
13-P-3-%® reach us; and they give this reaſon for it, becauſe this 
was to put them in mind of the Egyptian —_ and 
 thereforeherethey Rood in all cm Caray to cat 
Fefachio, fol. Standing was the manner of Slaves, w Lying a- 
Aer, long after a Lordly manner, was in token of that eaſe 
"* and reſt they enjoyed in the Land of Caxaan, and of their 
redemption from the Houſe of Bondage. Sooften there- 
fore as they Eat the bitter Herbs, fo often they changed 

{hcir Geſture. : 
 4- Though the Fews in their Solemn Feaſts uſed Dif 
cumbing, y<t in bleſſing and giving thanks before thoſe 
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vs of* . 


. Invitacon- Feaſts they were, as Philo relateth, ina Standing Geſture, 


cempiar P- with their Eyes and Hands lifted up to Heaven, And 


Allobro. edit. therefore it's no way probable that Chriſt and his Apoſties 
4513-P-695- would continue in their Table-Geſture at the bleſſing 
pl 


tort Id | in the "4 elhyre. con 
* General and Currant Cuſtom of the ; 
p ee th 66e l fh prin 


Uh 
firrle advancage \For if it 
poſed that bur. Be fam, Sate lo q Now Bn 1.L9e 
wont to Stand, it may equally b 
fometimes when the Jews were wont tel 
hecontes of their Ap Is 
after the xnmple of Corea boon unds by 
npon ſuppoſition that our Lord Sate lover, 44 
the Jews did," and continved. in rung ns | 
he Tnſticatet the Sacramerit, which was before the 
MaprEe penn wasover, - -| will onely abſerve this brief- 


ly bythe way, ang ep ARS 1) hn? p9f; hem ahi 
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Schon ent Dee wants in lene 
then we cannot know. for certain w 
Geſture ee r-rgrac uſed.at ſto ft | 
png it might be Lying along, and it. might 
Sitting upright ; it co Srradiog in an adoring, po» - 
ſture, with hus No. prota up to Heaven; which | 
is much more probable than either of the former, for the - 
reaſons forementioned : we cannot certainly n; Arya 
and yet we muſt be certain of one, before we can 
on it as an Infallible Rule of Conſcience. . Letit bethere-. 
fore granted to our Brethren who differ from. us in this 
point, that our Saviour Sate at the Paſſover, that the Sa- - 
crament was Inſtituted' by him before the Paſchal Feaſt 
was fully-ended; that the "Diſciples Ear the Sacramental : 
Bread; and Drank the Sacramental Cup, in the ſame 
ſture as they Eat and Drank at the Paſſover : What 
this? how. will the neceſſity of a Sitting Geſture appear. 
from theſe premiſes 2 Why, thus : oy ane 0 > ene 
Iofliruted and Adminiſtred the Hal 
fay they. How doth this follow of courſe, Tk KS : 
— Sq: 0-4 Woh in ſeveral poſtures at. the Paſchal : 


edits _—_— -Fn fron 
make it port came pm (4 
the Paſſover no other bt Sing wn uk py , 
our Lord. Bue this Ine favs can guyer and 
n——_— y their conclaſion EY com, - 
the whole I conclude thus-mych ; Since the. — 
of our Lord cannot be certainly known in this matter, 
our Chureh-cannot be. charged tar deviating, from it : - 
And conſequently, to ſcruple Conformity peice 
of our Churchi. becauſe ſhe doth not Feral pore to the 
prattice of Chriſt which no body cancertify us of is very | 
Unjuſt and Unreaſonable. 


a, Suppoſing. our Lord did Sit as they will have its: 
yer : 
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——_ example doth not oblige all Chriſtians to a 
Fury 


1. Becauſe naked examples withont fome 'Rule or 
"Note added-to them to ſignify that it is the mind 
and will of God ro have them conſtantly followed and 
perpetually Imitated by us ,. have not the force '6t 
a Law lly obliging the Conlcience. Thus in 
our t Caſe, t our Lord did Sit at the Sa- 
crament, yet his example alone doth not berome an & 
verlaſting Rule-for all Ages to obferve, becauſe he hath 
no, where diſcovered his binding will and pleaſure in 
this particular. And conſequently, ſince he hathleft us 
in the Dark, we may a& contrary to his will and in- 
tention, when we fo zeal and follow his cx- 
ample, eſpecially in this matter relating toGeſture, For 
even under the Law, where all other Circumſtances of 
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Time, Place, Habits, and the Ceremonies relating to Di- 
vine Worſhip, were with great particulari ibed, this 
of Geſture was left free and ined. God never ob- 


 ligedthemtouſe icular Geſture in any particular 
_ his Worſhip | bur left it ro their choice , whe» HL 
ther to Kneel,. or Stand, or Bow down rheir Heads and [3 
Bodies, or fall proſtrate on the Earth ; ro uſe all, or any = 
one of theſe, as Cuſtom and their own Pious Prudence | : 
ſhould and dire& them. Secing then that the uy 
Geſture in the Worſhip of God was never determined _ 
under the Law : Since it was and is in its own nature 
a Mutable Ceremony in the Service of God, it remaitis 
ſo unto this day: Our Lord left it as he found it, 'unle(s 
it can be proved that he hath by ſome 'or 
"Note of Immntability frxt and derermined it'to all fur- 
ceeding Ages. But becauſe no fach Command or Note 
5 to be found, therefore-we are not tryed in Conſcience - 
to a ſtrit Imitation of his Example. ' A few inſtances + 
| A 2 | F TELE 
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he was about thirty of [Sie 
is not eſteemed iy 10! a5 —_— 


or —lnarymihe fy] agony? Foereyy we ſo long. .: So. 


 Inſtituted the Sacrament a, little before his Dearh+- 
ut is there noobligation upon us to receive it but when 
we are near our Graves, and under a Proſpett of Death # 
He alſo Inſtituted and Adminiſtred the Sacrament af-- 
ter a full Meal, inan n Ropm, to Men onely. Doth. 
his bare example oblige us. to obſerve all 
theſe Circumſtances, or — If it doth, why do our Bre-- 
thren of the Separation take the liberty to depart frgnt- 
his example in theſe things ?- if his exarcple layeth no- 
neceſſity upon-us to-follow it in thele particulars, how. 
doth Sitting become neceſfary barely upon the account 
of his example 2- I defire _ therefore Seriouſly and- 
impartially to examine this matter, and (ce if they eart- 
aſſign: any xo for this liberty they take of follow-- 
ing the example of our Saviour in ſomethings, and-not 
in, others, where there is no. qther Rule to guide them: 
T believe they will be conſtrained to do one of theſe two-. 
things; either to withdraw their Spit £ 
and quit their,own Principle; ,or: nin+ theix: own * 
praQices, as ſhamefully repugnanttoit;c 11 |: ! 17 4! 
2. The bare example of Chriſt is:00 Warrant for- us- 
to. alt by, becauſe the great end and uſefulneſs of thar- 
Glorious example he leit us, conſiſts in this; wiz. that 
it ſhews, the poſſibility , and clears up the: ſenſe'of 'his- 
Lav, aod excites and. encourages us to the-Praftice 
Bay Fg <7 the Rule;,intp aQtivity., and ſets it 
forth "ro the life. It. is to- our lives;: 4s Exhortation is - 
ro 'Dodrine, it thruſts. us- forward: to do that which 
we were: obliged in Conſcience to do before 'What- 


ſoever our Lord hath Commanded ui to do , imthat ovely- 
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we are 


pug, wad bound ta Imitate him © But: where 


there is no recept , m_ — hate ©, 


Rule, a encouragemgrit A 
Jeſus the Engr of. our. I bs 


h mple-ro the Rule.” For. as $9 | 
Goel, ue bin im an Woe TEN 
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may help —_— Naa phy ry rages Fea 
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according... to s.not7 the 
Frample | « the Rule thr th Mears pk our Aﬀtic- 


$3 The bare Example of Chuiſk is ao Warne for 
mol may Fe becanke do neg 0.6 
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Miracles, to prove"the Truth of his Doftrine and his 


Salvation, -and to offer up himlelf as a propitiato 
- crifice for the Sins of theWorld. Nothing ( we 
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Divine Authority by,” that-he was” the Meſſas, the Son 
of Gnd, and Saviour'of Mankind ;-he was a Propherical * 
Prieſt, by which Office he was obliged to teach us the * 
whole mind of God in all things neceſſary” to Faith and . 
Sg- 
Id 

uickly experiment.) would be more Vain and Fooliſh, 
S—_— of an Imitation in ſome things : And ne- 


thing moreWicked, than to think and beheve we may 
- and ought to foHow his example in others. "To dye-to 


Sin, and Crucify the Fleſh with its Aﬀe&tions and Luſts, 
isa good way (asthe Scripture Teaches and Warrants) 
of Imitating -our Lords Death in' a Spiritual Senſe. 
So, toDie rather than deny the Faith and Diſhonour our 
Saviour, is great and Praiſeworthy ; -but to Die for Sin, 
either our own or other Men's , to propoſe a Meritori- 


- ous Death to our Selves, and by way of expiation, is a Sm 
. of ſo deep a Stain, that the Blood of Chriſt willnot Waſh --- 
.out : ' Foy this in effe&t is Trampling upon and'Vili 
.ing of the Precious Blood of our Saviour, and to de- 
erat from- the Virtue and Merits of his Sacrifice, and 


thereby renderit weak and inſufficient to fave us. Blind- 


ty therefore to follow theExample of Chriſt, is a certain 


way to run (into Error-and'Miſchief. We muſt then of 


-neceſlity, if we would foHow him fafely, ſeek out for a 


plain Rule in- the Word of God, or guide our Selves by 
the DiRates of Reaſon and Prudence ; andreither way 
is a ſufficentDemonſtration-that-a bare Example is not to 
be truſted to. Thoſe who urge the example of Chriſt 


for Sitting, were ſomewhat - ware of this, namely, that 


his example, and thoſe of his Apoſtles, -arenot to be'Imi- 


Gillep. a} tated by usin all things; and therefore they ky downthis 


. gainſt Cer. | 
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for their Maxim and Guide : 
We are bound to Imitate *Chriff., and the 'commen- 


 dable © 
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_ thay.s uppn ſpecial and aku 2 
wr odds ray mares OR | 
eng urs obliges us: And if we gyide aac] 
genre. 6 Rena 19 Fg mon fe Wh 4 
mitate them i Example. Beſides, if. we np 
oy eg Li ſuch. things which. x ak td vl 
things obliged to Imirare their examples in ſuch 
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know-but-that.our Lord might have-uſed another | 
apartfrom » 


John 18. 11. 


will expoſe their own 
ſomuch __ ,to the Scorn and ; remade of the World, 
which is this : That the bare example Chrift and ood 
| Men or Striprare ;" are ac leat Rule and Sufficient 
Warrayt or our s;, is Tech things as we have no 
Precept "or Prohibition for % vo bes) That a 
Chriſtians in a great meaſure flows purely from Ex- 
amples Rr in % Word of God,” and not from the 
ak Laws" of. God, which te. bath revealed. to 


* 4; Te's afind to talk of Chriſts Exarilple part from 
all Law and Rule; and to make that alone q Principle 


or Bot diſtin from! the $ of the 
a Ori ts EEE 
w. 


Pinter rode Tike fS"in' all 
thinks (Sin onely excepted) he was Born underthe ob- 
ligation of the Moral Ne Law ; an Few, under 


he Moſaick Law; 'as rhe'M into-the, 
: ap A Ef Gur Rent 


World td cot { the” 

which he had freely Abs he (ll afted' by Dix 
wvineappointment, and was under the Fx Born He 
came to fulfil all | Righteouſncl, and to. rh ki the 
whole Mind and Will of God, dnd Exemph 

he taught and abby Thit which that bc 
and deadly Cup whidrended his Days reliſh'with him, 
was this confderitiin; thati Jap given him by. 
his Father, and the JNnnKking, 1 agreedl to. Bs 
will; andiit'was the of bi 
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- that his Father had pi wp Py reg profeſ. Joh. 1: 
fed in his life- time that he did as his Fa we him 
-Cormandment, and that it was his great and 
| todo the will of his Father ; and many ſuch ex- 
pre he uſed, which may be conſulted at leiſure. If 
therefore we oriely look to his gary oi, na 
fidering the various Capacities R 
-both towards God and towards us, and the ſeveral Laws 
by which he ſtood-Bound, which were the meaſiftes of 
-his Adtions, we ſhall arm ore our way, and 
bewilder our ſelves; we At like Fools ; when 
. we & ſuch things as he did purfaant'to infinite Wiſ- 
dom: Thus (to give but one inſtance) if we ſhould Sub. 
jet our ſelves to the Law of Moſes as he did (for he 
we ſhow ctereby. fraftrae ar mens por 
we £ te 
Andres obliged tb coming, eo he Wor 
et even tus we are to Example 

do be a ſufficient Warrant for our Adions.-- 'I have 
ſtaid the longer upon this Head, becauſe ſo-ill a uſe hath 'N 
been made of Scripture- Examples; and to thew how 2 
far forth we may fafely ſteer by them; .-F-ſcarce know Hl 

any one Do&rine ſo teeming and big with Error, ſo Fa- 4 

to the Souls: of *private Perſons, and the Peace of : 
Publick Socieries-both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical , as that 


which teaches us to Learn and Derive our ws Ain | 
pri I 


and. jo Fudge of the Goodneſs aud Batnefs of 
rhe Examples of Chrift, and Men, over 

what we are obliged to do by ri Precepts ond Lows of s the 
Goſpel. 


3. They who' urge the Example of Chriſt agninſ 2 

Kneeling at the Sacrament, as bur Rule: to whuch | we TE 

ought to'Conform, do notfollow it themſelves.» ; Becauſe | < 

' the poſturghe Inſtitued/the Sacrarnent in, which they 

fay was a Paſſover-Geſture, was (if ſo) veryditferear 
E 


from 


[32] 

from that which they ſo caraeitly plead for nad uſer at 

this day. For that was a ing or 
Gefture on 'the left fide, much after the manner that 
we lye upon Couches, with the upper part of the body 
almoſt ere&t. It _— all Learned Men,that this 
was the Ancient Cuſtom of the Jews in our Saviours 
» time, andis fo to this day at the Paſſover, by which 
Geſture they diſtinguiſh this Feſtival Night from all 6- 
thers. Now if the fame Geſture were uſed by Chriſt 
at the Sacrament as was at the Paſſover, Ins ex- 
ample makes it neceſſary and obligatory to all Chriſti- 
ans, for what —_ and by what Authority de” our 
Difſenting Brethrenchangeit into Sitting upright, accoj- 
ding to our Civi way and manner of Feaſting? When 
they tell us this, it will be very eaſy to juſtify Kneek 
ing by the ſame Authority whuch they ſhall e for 
itting ; and nr will be as war» 
as theirs. Unleſs they will ſay,that they alone 
have the Power and Priviledge to recede from the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt when and how far they pleaſe, but our 
Church hathnot,nor any other upon the face of the Earth. 
To fay Sitting, as they do, comes nearer to the Geſture 
uſed by our Lord at the Paſſover , and 
( as is ſuppoſed ) at the Sacrament, then the Kneeli 
Geſture, according to the Cuſtom of our Church, wi 
do them no fervice: For there is no Room for this 
Queſtion, Who cometh rieareſt to the Example, or 
we? when they ought not at all to vary, if they keep 
to iy no pn Benn mnepatenk iſt, as it is 
u by them againſt Kneeling, equally Concludes a- 
L; all other Geſtures bebdes wha he himſelf uſed : 
And then the ſuppoſed Geſture which he obſerved binds 


to Lying along. For where we have nothing to go b 
but bis Pattern, we muſt cut exactly —_ elle w 


* 


take a liberty to do that of our own heads for which ' 
we 
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we have no allowance: —_ we leave the Pattern 
wiich we were obliged onely tafollow,. and-a& at ran 
dom upon our own heads; and then the Pattern cans 
not be alledg'd for our Juſtfication. our 
Church therctore doth not follow the 
of Chriſt (as is objeted ) by requiring alt her Commu- 
nicants to Kneel, yet they have no reaton: ro-complain 
and to ſcruple Communicating with us, who do- aoe 
— _—————— 
ſeparate Congregations in a Geſture different whar 
our hord uſed at the firſt Iaſtitution of it. The Preb- 
byrenians ( if one may Argue from their Prattices-oo 
their Principles) lay very little ftre& on this 
taken from the Example of Chriſt, For t 
generally chooſe ro Sit, yet they do not 
as Sintul, orUnlawful in its felf; and feveral: are 
to-Receive it in that pofture,. ivour Charches » 

which ſurely is every whit as wide from the Patrere 
our Lord is fi oppo o have tw, (whether be Lay 
- Freyt ight ) as that which is Injoyned and 
the "Grant of Zogland There is too « 

Conteſſd variation allowed of and Praftifed by rhe 
of Diſknters, both Presbyterians and 
ts, from the Inftirution and PraQtice of Chriſt and 
__—_— in the other Sacrament of Baptiſm. For 
changed Immerſion.or Di into afperſi- 
er Sprinkl ing Poorng Warr Face. 


_—_ with Chriſt, a and a New Biedp's 


Kneelmg' at. the Lord's Supper 
Geſture from that which was uſed 
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in the way of. Weak and Tender Conſciences , t 
it's more unpaſſable than the Apes; and yet they 
with Eaſe and Cheerfulneſs paſs by as great or a greater 
change 1n the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and Chriften as 
we do, without the leaſt murmur or complaint.  Sit- 
ting, Kneeling, or Standing, were none of them Inſti- 
tuted or uſed to ſignify and repreſent any thing Eſſenti- 
al to the Lord's Supper, as Dipping all over was; why 
cannot Kneeling then be without any wrong to the 
Conſcience, as Safely and Innocently uſed as Sprink- 
ling? How comes a Gnat ( to uſe our Saviourg Pro- 
verb) to be harder to ſwallow than a Camel? Or 
why ſhould not the Peace and Unity of the Church, 

_ tothe Publick, prevail with them to Kneel 


s Supper, as much ( or rather more ) as Mer- 
cy and Tenderneſs to the Infants Body , to Sprinkle 


- or pour Water on the Face, contrary to the firſt Inſtitu- 


tion ? ' 

4. They who Kneel at the Sacrament in comply- 
ance with the Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions of the Church 
whereof they are Members, do manifeſtly follow the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt. ? 

For our Saviour complyed withthat Paſſover-Geſture 
which was at that time commonly and generally ob- 
ſerved by the Fews, but cannot be pretended to be 
the ſame that was uſed at the firſt Inſtitution of that 
Feaſt in Egypt. For thus the Command runs, ' Exod. 
Iz. 11. And thus ſhall ye Fat it; with your Loyns 
Girded, your Shoes on your Feet, and your Staff in your 


Hand: And you ſhall Eat it in haſte; it is the Lord's Paſ- 


ſever. This, ſay the Hebrew Doftors, was but a tem- . 
porary Law , futed to the neceſſity of that time, and 
ſerved for that Night onely, and did not oblige the fol 
lowing Generations in the Land of Canaay. ' For thus 
they comment upon it: Four things were contained hog 


. % 
———_— ww. 

4 Ld = 
Y 


[6 | lis 
this Law, which did not oblige but-for'that nighe 


diſperſed in Faype 2. Taking up of the Lamb from rhe 
tenth Day. 3. Striking the Blood on their Door-Poſts. 
4. Eating in Haſte. Here the Geſture in all probabili 

was Standing, though it be not expreſly mentioned : 
Howſoever, it was different from that uſed by the Jews 
in our Saviours time, which yas a Gefture denoting 
Eaſe and Reſt, and their deliverance from Egyptian Bon- 
dage. And our Lord's Complyance with this Cuſtom 
may gach us thus much, That we ſhould not be'ſcru- 
pulous about Geſtures, but conform to' rhe Innocent 
and prevailing Cuſtoms of the Church whereſoever we 


live. To this Praftice St. Paul's Raile well ſutes; Not pi. 4 & © 


onely, Whatſoever things are True, and Juft, and Lovely, 
and Pure, and Honeft ,' but, whatſoever things 'are of 
good report, ( 3. e. well ſpoken of, 'or laudable : ) Not wnus. 


onely , If there be any vertue, but if there be any praiſe , «wiv. 


( if any thing be much approved of in Common eſteem, 

or is made commendable by Cuſtom ) we are to think n9teds. 
(or make account of theſe things, ) and conform our pra- 
Cticeto them.- And if Chriſtians-1 ſeveral places 

of their abode did walk according to this Rule, they 

would greatly promote the Peace”and Weltare of the- 
Church of Chriſt, and in fo doing procure quiet and 

Peace to themſelves , with unſpeakable Comfort and 

Satisfaftion... Whoſvever would be eſtecmned- and \re+ 
warded as a Peacemaker, and avoid the ill tionfand Mar. 5. 5, 

- guilt of a Turbulent Perſon, ought among other t 
carefully to obſerve this, viz. ro Submit to, and Comply 
with the Innocent Cuſtoms of the Church whereof. he 
is a Member. For thus the ſame Divine Writer ( af 
ter he rgued againſt Womens being 

m the 
ner: Jf any Man ſeem to be Contentious , we have nd 

-brv ſuch 


DO by 
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Paſſover in Feype. 1. Eating of the Lambin their Hobſes 7th Exo4 


ick Aſſemblies) concludes all after this nian- : cor. 11:6. © 
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ſuch. Cuſtoms ,, nor the Churches of God: Pray by the 


way let this be obſerved trom. this place, That we may 
Lawfully do ſome things in the Worſhip and Service of 
God, for which we have no Command or Example in 
Scripture, or elſe St. Pax/'s Argument from Cuſtom.is of 
ap lll dyes chis trend Query: ning the 
To ſum u upon- this ſeco : Sect t 
we can a be certain of the —_ Geſture uſed 
by Chriſt at the Inſtfſtution of the Holy Sacrament : 
Seeing his bare Example ( ſuppoſing, he did Sit ) doth 
not oblige us in Conlicience to Imitate it ; Secingy they 
who > urge +20 0 ING even 
in particular urge it for : Seeing | 
to the Geſture roafatbal by Law, 15 2 pla mar 
mity to+ the Exaragple and Pradtice of Chriſt, coofider- 


Inſtruttion of «,' 1 thank no yy Dorm kanny 
againſt Kneeling, and ſcruple in Conſcience a - 
_—_— it, as being repugnant to the Example of our 


p —_— _ 


w_ wi. th. td ———_ 


Query III. 
Whether Kneeling be not alrogether UOnſute- 
ble and Repugnant to the Nature of the 
Lord's Supper , as being no Table-Ge- 
ore 1 proceed: to the Caſe is elf, it wild be res 


- quifite to premiſe ſomething which may explain 
—_ it ; and Diſcover upon what Grounds 


\ 


"TF4z9 
—— tans 4 
apzinſt Kneeling , 2s IG no Table | " 
Table-Geſtare we are to underſtand thus rtrudh; - kt ; ll 
at the Lord's 'we ought in their- "to "YL 
naſe the ſame G as we -do at -our Meals 
and Tables, at our Civil Feaſts and Entertainments : 
And becauſe divers Geſtures are uſed at Meals, accord- 
itg to the different Modes atid Cuſtoms 
tions, therefore we are 
crement, which the Cuſtom of — O_ 
feribed at our Ordinary and Civil Meals. 
of urn 1» Tube tn, Sang or 

mypion a Table-Geſture, Swim 
is the Tarks do at their Meals, would be 


(if they were Converted) « Comely faſhion of 


the Lord's Supper Tea Ig ” Dip " ""* 
a Banquet , 27 therefore «Sager, Pu is Kaceling Þ Ng - 
hoot Trl be fol us 90 'N 


Standeth with the Emakerf In ws Nativ 
was it ever hl Conth 6 Ten ofthe Boop 

to Recerve their Knee t 

ſenſe of their own Writers, and greac Purrotiatof- oY 
ing, this is the reaſon why tl 
neſs of Kneeling : That the 
ble ought to be the ſame with that which we uſe and 
obſerve at our Ordinary Tables, according to 'the Cu- 
_ and Faſhion of our Native Country wherein we 
we. * 

And then the full Import and meaning of the | wo 
is this: Whether the natare of - the Sacrament, ke Query | | 
a a Feaft, doth not require and oblige us to Sit and not Key 
Kneel, becauſe Sitting and not Kneeling is the Ordinary 

Oobey, according to the Mode and Faſhion of Eng- 
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Here the Reader may obſerve, that this Argument 
for Sitting, drawn from the nature of this Holy Feaſt , 
quite overthrows the two former Arguments drawn 
from the expreſs Command and Example ,of our Savi- 
'our, and renders them uſeleſs and unſcrviceable to their 


caule, 


© x. For they don't ſay we are obliged to uſe the fame 


Geſture with our Lord, but only a Table-Geſture,though 
never ſo different from that which he uſed, accardi 

to the Cuſtom of our Country where we live. Var 
ous Geſtures, according to the Variety of Faſhiohs and 
Ulages of ſeveral Nationsat their Common Feaſty, may 
be. all Comely and Sutable to the Nature of "this Holy 
Feaſt. According to this Argument, therefore, we are 
not obliged to Sit, becauſe Chriſt did at the Sacrament ; 
and then his bare Example is no Rule to us in this 
matter. His Example was Governed and Guided by 


_ the Nature of the Sacrament, and the Cuſtom of the 


Jews. | 

Our Lord Inſtituted the Sacrament before the Paſchal 
Feaſt was over , and he continued in the fame poſture 
which he uſed at the Paſſover, fay they, and that was 
Sitting- Suppoſe this, what follows 2 Why therefore 
we are ound to Sit too, after his Example. No, by no 
means, fay I, unleſs it be the Cuſtom of our Country 
to Sit at our Meals, and Sitting be our Common Ta- 
ble-Geſture : Which is the ſtrength of this Argument 
drawn from the Nature of the thing, if we may believe 
what they ſay themſelves. 

2. Again, if the Nature of the Sacrament rcquirea Ta- 
ble-Geſture, and we are obliged to uſe that in particular 
whicnſtandeth witi the Cuſtom of our Country, and the 
rierrures may be different according as their Cuſtoms 
difter, then God hath no where Commanded the uſe 
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of any rticular Geſture, nor al hriſignia 
all pts: to obſerve one and hd 
* . 3- And then Thirdly, oe may Lowhiy Ive 
ſome things in the Worſhip of God, for which we have 
no Commend or Example bs the Bid Scriptures, if 
this Argument of the Table-Geſture And 
this principle, 2/z. that we ought not to do any thing 
in the Worſhip of God, but whet wy lav8 ons Cain 
mens of Nunngs for tn Boas isthe att 
Engine w 
0 the Ceremonies enjo -r2ax/ hn 
it s AP rinciple wherein the »/ Pali 
confiſt , as Biſhop Sauderſov Notes Therefore it be- 
hoves our Brethren not to be fond of FRET 
as. they love the Life of choir hu 
| aa ent. can be of 
Cauſe in the matter of Sitting at oy: 
than to ſee the Patrons of. it running pole y ns 
in Confuſion , and flying for Refuge ſometime tothe 
Command of Chriſt,then to his Example ;  winney 
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out there, then to the Nature of the thing and Ci 
Cuſtoms, and about again ain the Franple, For hy 
the Soi of 5s reg 


remiſed , proceed 20 Conſider the Qpe. 
ron. ed; for the Reſolution whereof, I ſhall 


1. Enquire into the Nature of the Hol defi 
that ſ we may truly underſtand what Gelture is agres 
able or repugnant toit. 


po rnd apdendagury erty oblige ww t00b- 
ferve a Common Table-Gelture, in, ordert 3 our wor- 
thy Receiving, 

3. Tha Lang bref Coany; gn 
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the Nature of the Lord's Supper , though” no Table- 


Geſture. 
That the Primitive Church and Ancient Fathers 
no ſuch notion of the yd a Table-Geſture 
as. is maintained and urged by Diſſenters. 
I. As to the Nature of the Sacrament , I ſhall en- 
deavour todiſcover it under theſe following Heads. 
Firſt,. the Sacrament in the Holy Scripture is called 
the Lord's, Table , and the Lord's Supper, and 
and Banquet, by the Ancient Greek Fathers, becauſe of 
A that Proviſionand Entertainment which our Lord hath 
made for all worthy Receivers. It is ſtyled a 
anda Feaſt , cither becauſe it was OO by Chriſt 
| | at Supper-time,at night ; or becauſe it repreſents a Su 
| ein feaſt actf i is not of the faye Nature 
with a Ciyil and Ordinary Supper and Feaſt, though it 
bear the fame name. There is ſome reſemblance be- 
tween this Holy Feaſt and Civil Feaſts; and the ſhew- 
ing- wherein it lies ,, will in part explain its Nature: 
=” re are three things Eſſential and Neceſſary to a 
| Feaſt, and included in the notion of it: Plenty , good 
Company, and Mirth. And the account of theſe, 
J the Sacrament is (conſidered in its own Nature) 
properly « Banquet, a Feaſt ; but then it isa Heavenly 
and Spiritual one, conſiſting of Spiritual Graces and 
benefits, Communion with Chriſt and with all true be- 
lievers , ſignified by , and tendered under the outward 
| Elementsof Bread and Wine : and even in theſe three 
. particulars which are Eſſential to jx,confidered as a Feaſt, 
| and are neceſſary jngredients into all Feaſts whatſoever, . 
ir very much differs from Civil and Ordinary” Feaſts. . 
For though there be Plenty ,” yet itdoth notconſiſt of 
Variety of Diſhes, to ifie our Palats,- or fatisfie out 
lunger , as other Feaſts do, and particularly the Paſ- 
ſover did ,. where the Body was filled and Feaſted as. .. 
. well: _ 
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well as the mind. ' The proviſion 


hh Fr ot Ts wt of a ip 
ing, out an 
even the Body and Blood of OR nk ad 
"_ Feaſt upon. 

, if we only fix our Ey ro ape Thoaginy nun 
wats laced on the Table , and thoſe fl 

and Wine alloned us to Eat and Prinke wit 


hole up our Hearts (as * car Cideehenhanns;Bt » co .op. 


todo , by A Miniſter, in her Comm 
co Heavenly and Inviſible good thicigs couched A. 
Miniſter ar 


and ſignified by the outward Elements pf Bre 
- and Wine, ww is there in all that w —_ | 
the name of a Fealt , or can by the help af-any: nion. yp. de 
(but an Ireny) be called by that name? Did;ev Cn & 
Maa eſteem that a Feaſt, wheto thare ag aw ga _ 
enough. to fill, his Mouth , = HOE oo Yar; 
his thirſt». Ie Kel pn " $-w——_ 
thoſe Inviſible and good things, www © "0 
the Souls, not the of W _— 
— are Strengthened and Refreſhed ( hrearay os 
and Wine . are but the and Shadows) that the 
Sacrament is,and may truly becalled a Feaſt or Banquet. 


And tor this reaſon + the, Greek Fathers called. it @&gj- 8: chr % 


ritual Feaft , and the Table a Myſtical Table ; andthe 5,5, 

CP, Et o- 
all x was t y 

all or y thenx Styled rhe Myſtical Supper, gitrefn, 


ÞO rl. neck. 
the rs 14: Aadothas, 
2. AsPlenty is one neceſlary i vine the Ne- 
ture of a Feaſt, ao bs Choe ud Selah Company, 
Feaſts are made in,expettation of Friends.and Aequain- 
tance. * A Man may Dine alone, but in Proper-andOr- 
dinary Speech ,. no-Man-is fajd 50 Feaſt alone. Now - 
though the ww Kava My =" 2 | 
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Feaſts in this Particular (afid therefore hath- obtained” 
' the name of Communion, and the Gueſts Communi- 

cants , which Phraſes do naturally import Number or 

Seciety:) yet if we conſider whart'the perſons are that 

conſtitute this Society,and with whom Communiorr is 

held , the Nature of this Spiritual Feaſt will further . 

apPear. 

And truly our Comnunior is with-God the Father, 
_ and Holy Ghoſt , the ated Divine R_ the 
Holy Trinity; though principally our Lord- Jeſus, the 
Maſter of ths Feaſt , or through whom we ve 
acceſs by one Spirit to the Father , as St. Pax ſpeaks. 
Fhis high and- ineſtiwab!2 priviledge and Honour of 
being admitted into the Preſence of God , and hold- 
ing a friendly Correſpondence and Converſe with him 
at his Table, is fou on the Blood of Chriſt, which 
we thankfully Commemorate at this- Solemnity , by 
Eph. 2. 13: Which we who were: afar off are made nigh, as the ſame 

Divine Writer hath it. Moreover,by Eating and Drink- 
ing at theLord's Table , we are United to, and hold 
Communion with all Faithful Chriſtians and worthy 
Communicants, the Members of wr yes Body the 
Church , whom he hath redeemed and cleanſed by his 
"moſt precious Blood. And that which qualifies a Man 
for fuch' Communion-, doth not Confiſt in- External 
Garbs or Ornaments of the Body , butin Holy and 
Virtuous Diſpoſitions of Soul, in a Peniztent, Fumble, 

. Charitable, Thankful; andObedient Heart, 

3- Another thing neceſſary to a Feaſt is Mirth and 
Joy, (which implies alſo good: diſcourſe) and in this 
roo the Sacrament reſembles our wo emer Dn =p 
then the Joy is of-a Spiritual Nature , s from 

. different Conkes, Bel nn 
Not from what we Taſt and See; not from our-A 
petites and Phanſies pleaſed and. tickled with the _ 


Tph, 2. 18. 
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nels and Variety- of pitti aes $6 Tok. 
nor from our Blood and Spirits raiſed and fermented 

| by generous Wines; but from-Divine and. Heavenly 
Conliderations. From the Boundleſs and Unaccoun- 
table Love of God in ſending his onely en and 
Beloved Son into the World, to lay down his Life and - 
ſhed his Blood as a prapitiation-for our Sins;; from the 
wonderful Condeſcention - —— Dear Lord and; Mas 
ſter, in undertaking this hard Task, in ap Clo- 
wy phor __ "y inthe form of a » ISL at 
I op ee CNS. 
our 5a a om t ory Or us OVer 
Death and Hell, and all the Ret Arr A, from 
the miraculous Redemption he hath and the 
Right and Title to Eternal Life,-which he ; 
ſed for us Sinful Duſt and Aſhes, by bis own moſt 
Precious Blood. This is the ſecret and Diſ- 
courſe of every Devout Chriſtian at this 
and with theſe kind of Meditations he refreſhes and de- 
| do himſelf. So that from. the whole we'may con- 


| ay, at (2 Ge ON isin its own Nature tru» 
ly nd properly « fe. h vaſtl different from 

, even. - 
thoſe thi wy Con ys IO" As to _ 


the ſeveral Names and Phraſes by which the Nature 
of it is deſcribed,they are dar gel es from 


Civil Entertainments : but A wy- 2 
the ſane names, and is repreſented af fr "TN 
perly ſute to Ordinary Feaſts, yet- the Lord's Supper 
diflers in. its Nature from Civil thnqpers, as much as- 
Heaven and Earth , Body and Spirit, differ-in theirs. 
a ge at Dyes he eh : 
are only Signs and Types of: the true Sprit < 

e toraiſe our minds-to, and whetthe tes- 
of. our Souls after Celeſtial and Heavenly bnjymems. 


\ 21 Cor. 11-26. 
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Thus much may ſuffice to inform us what the Na- 
ture of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supperis, conſide- 
red barely as a Feaſt. - 

2. For a further Diſco +» of its Nature, we are to 
be minded that. DEE upon a Sacrifice for Sin, 
wherein we are particularly to Commemorate the 
R Chriſt by way of expiation forthe Sins of the 
Wor 

3- It was Inſtituted in Honour of our Lord,our great 
Benefattor and Redeemer ; where we meet to preſerve 
an Eternal memory of his Wondrous Works , $0 bleſs 
and praiſe him, and ſpeak good of his Name. And thus 
partaking of the Lord's Supper is a proper ACt of Chri- 
ſtian Worſhip performed to our Saviour. It's the Wor- 
ſhip of God manifeſted in our Fleſh , and of our Cru- 
cified Lord, who ſubmitted himſelf to a Vile and Tor- 
menting Death for the ſake of us Vile and Miſerable 
Sinners. 

4. The Lord's Supper is a Myſterious Rite of Religji- 


_ ous - Worſhip, which as it reſpe&ts God the Father, hath ' 


the Vertue and Efficacy of a Thankſgiving and a Pra *$ 
as the Sacrifices under the Law had. ' For our defi 

and affetions,may be ſignified by Attions as Nee as 
Words, and by Ceremonies as well as Speech : And 
with reſpe& to this Notion and End of the Lord's Sup- 
per, it was Anciently Stiled the Liturgy and the Eucha- 
riſt ; Which laſt name, as it was given to it in the moſt 
carly Ages of the Church , fo it ſtill retains the ſame 


among all the Chriſtian Churches to this day. 


5. The Lord's Suppcr was Inſtituted to be a Fade- 
ral or Covenanting Rite between God and all worthy 
Communicants: Where, by permitting us to Eat and 


Drink-at his Table, he ſignifies thar we are in a State 


of Peace and'Friendſhip,and in a Covenant-relation with 


. him ; oat to hnenan an his Table , and Eating and 


Drinking 


| 7” O00 RT OYEY 
Drinking in his preſeace, doown him-to be our | 
and Saviour, and in effett plight our trothtohim,- 
Swear Fidelity and Allegiance&o- him :+ we' take the .j 
Sacrament upon it (as we ordinarily ſay )- that we will -3 
not henceforth live unto our ſelves, but to him alone 'H 
that Dyed for us, and gave himſelf for-us an Offer- 
ing and a Sacrifice to God, for a Sweet Smelling Sa- 
vour, k 
. _ 6. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was Inſtitu- 

ted for this further end, viz. to-be a means to Conve 

and Apply to us the Merits of that Sacrifice whicls - "ff 
Chrif offered for Sinners oa:the Crobs 3 and asa Pledge - » *Þ 
to aſſure us thereof. | -*F 

7. It was inſtituted to be a Sacred Bond of Unity = 
Pole us to Love one another, as our Loved us, - | 
who thought not his Life too dear, nor his. Blood too: : 
much to part with, for our Sakes.-- 

This is a ſhort, and; ſo-far asit ſerves my preſent de- - 
gn, a full account of the Nature of the Lord's Supper. 

the Readerdeſire toſee theſe things (which I have but 
touched upon ; more proved and explained, let 
him for his fatialacion ult thoſe two- excellent Diſ- - 
courſes ( among many others ) that paſs Under theſe _. 
names, ,viz. 1. 7he Chriſtian Sacrifice. 2, Diſcourſe of Re- 35 rthby © 
ligious Aſſemblies. . ; 2. Dr. Sher * 


lock. . 
Howſoever; by what hath! been faid it appears , 
that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is of a com- 
plicated Nature, and Inftituted for various ends ; that it 
is yaſtly different both. in its nature and ends from Civil 
and Ordinary Feaſts: And therefore-I conclude rhat we 
are not at this Religious Feaſt to guide our Selves by - 
the Rules of Common Table-Fellowſhip, but by more-- 
Religious and- Spiritual Conſiderations. . Which leads: + 


me: -- 
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cludes for all other Formalities which are either 
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me to the ſecond thing propoſed for the Relojution 
of ths preſent Caſe. 

2. That the Nature of the Lord's Supper doth not 
abſolutely: require and neceſſarily oblige us to obſerve 


- a Table-Geſture ,- in order to a right and worthy Re- 
- ceiving of it. + The Reaſons that I ſhall offer for the 
-Proot of this, are theſe : 


x. If theNature of the Sacrament conſidered as a, 
Feaſt neceſſarily requires a Table-Geſture ,then the Na- 
ture of the Sacrament conſidered as a Feaſt equally con- 

ntial 
to all Civil Feaſts whatſoever, or to all Feaſts as ko ct- 
tainamong us. For if Sitting be neceſſary, purely becauſe 
the Nature of a Feaſt requiresit , then all other Circum- 
ſtances which the Nature of a Feaſt requires, will be £- 
qually neceſſary too. But our Diſſenting Brethren will 
by no means allow of this,- nor think themſelves obli- 
ged to obſerve all other formalities,though equally ſuta- 
ble and agreeable to the Nature of a Fealt as Sitting is : 
Though tor what good reaſon,l am perfectly in the dark. 
For r. As they omit many things at the Sacrament 


| that are as agrecable to the Nature of g Feaſt as the 


Table - Geſture is ; So they obſerve ſeveral Modes 
and Circumſtances which are not agreeable to the 
nature of a Feaſt, as the Cuſtom of our Count 

ſtanderh. For inſtance, at our Common and Ord. 
nary Feaſts it's very ſutable and agreeable to Laugh, 
to Talk, and Diſcourſe together; to Congratulate one 
anothers welfare, to enquire of the State of abſent 


' Friends and Acquaintance,to Sit with the Head Cover- 


ed, to Eat plentifully and Drink Frequently, toCarve 
and Drink to one another. Tt is further and 
convenient , that at ſuch Feaſts the Gueſts ſh be 
well attended with Servants and Waiters, whoare not 


allowed to Sit down at the Table with thoſe who are 


Invited. 
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It's agreeable chat the Gueſts ſhould, if 

autos ore 
nay ( and many other things of this Nature ) 

very ſutable to, and commonly praftiſed at 

inary Feaſts, are not allowed of, nor pradiſed 
S nor urged as pecelſlary to be oblerved at the Sacra- 
ment by. our Diſſcnting. Brethren. © But why-they 
ſhould plead for. and urge the. neceſlity of a Common 
Table-Geſture as being agreeable to the Nature of a 
Feaſt or a Banquet, and at the ſame timethinkthere lyes 
no neccſlity at all upon them to obſerve other Forma- 
litis y agreeable to the Nature of Civil Feaſts, 
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and warranted by cuſtom as much as is the 
knot of in OR, and that which me, Icon» 
fels, tounty. 


i, They obſerve ſeveral Modes and Circumſtances 
at the Sacrament, which are not agreeable to the Na- 
ture of a Feaſt or Supper, nor to the cuſtomary way of 
Feaſting us. Forexample : TheSacrament (fay 
they ) 15a Fealt, a Supper, and requires a Feaſt, a Sup» 
per-Geſture; and then too - (@1) wn Sup» 
per-time. .It is called-in ds Supper , 
and it was laſticured & —_ in patrons he was 
betrayed ; and it's clear that ouf Lord Adminiſtred it 
En EI 
Now t ure of a Sapper, according $0 Commog 
or Night, asthe 
ad yet our Diſſen- 


It's not apts Narn of Fa phe: 3 
of the Guelſts,. and the Princip »$ 
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not agreeable to the Nature of a Feaſt, to'Sit from rhe 
Table, diſperſed-up and down the Room. In all put-- 
lick Feaſts there are feveral Tables provided, when one 
is not big to receive the Gueſts; and yet the Diſ- 
ſenters generally receive in their Pews, ſcattered: up and. 
down the Church ; and think one Table is fofficiens;. 
though not capable of receiving the twentieth partof the 
Communicants, in ſome large Pariſhes and numerous: 
Aſſemblies: And where they are few in number, that 


# 


they may come up toand Sir at the Table, general-. 
iy cveogpind it (eſpecially the Preterans ani 
they are not obliged to obſerve rhat formality, though 
conſtantly prattrfed at Common and Civil Entertain- 
ments. It's by no means agreeable to the nature ofa Feaſt 
to be Sorrowful. To Mourn and Grieve at a Feaſt, is 
as Indecent and Unſurable, as to-Laugh at a Funeral. 
But fure our Diſſenting Brethren will not fay, that to 
come to the Sacrament with a Penitent and a broken 
Spirit, to come with a hearty Sorrow for all our Sins, 
which cauſed much Pain and Torment to our Deareſt 
and Greateſt Friend, our ever - Bleſſed Redeemer: To 
reſte& upon the ies of his Soul in the Garden, the 
Bitterneſs of his Cup, the Torture he endured 
on the Croſs, with a deep Sympathy and Trouble far 
the occaſion, they will not furely, Ifay, affirm that ſuch 
a diſpoſition of Heart and Mind is improper and unſu- 
table to- the Nature of this Holy Feaſt which we Solem- 
nize in Commemoration of his Death for our fakes. 1 
make no doubt but all Pious Diſſenters bring along with 
them to the Sacrament ſuch a temper ; but this they 
ought not to do, if their Rule hold good, viz. That at 
this Feaſt we ought to be guided by rhe Rules of Com- 
__ 

2. The Nature of the Lord's Supper doth not neceſ- 
Grily requirea Common Table-Geſture, becauſe it's 
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becauſe they agree in their names, they are' of the ſame 


Nature, For example : When any Man, who hath 
ied a {ooſe, (caſual, wicked Lite, is awakened andexcited 
by tlie Grace of God to conſider end take up, ro mind 
Heavenly things, and to breath after God, and Cliriſt, 
and Eternity ; to alter his mind and bis manners, and 
lead — —— 
ſon is, in Scripture» to be Regenerate and 
Born Ygain. But if 'we would go. about to of 
the true Nature of Regeneration and the new-Bi 
L prey by the Correſpondency it holds with the Na» 
Birth, and argue from che Natural to the Spiri- 
ch we ſhould Entertain very groſs and ſilly Concep- 
tions of Regeneration , and ly miſtake the Nature 
of it. How ridiculous itbe to preſcribe the ſame 
Rules tobe obſerved by a New Convert, or a New-Born 
Babe in a Spiritual Senle, in Order to his Spiritual now- 
riſhmegt and in Grace, 2s are preſcribed and 
rowerds Infants and New - Born tlabrs _in_ a 


ek Natl LAs, and 
be Swathed, "und enter.into a M 


ſequently, fuc 
croton; wall gat a cry 
Lord's Sapper. | 
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- 3- The Nature of the Lords.Supper, conſidered a5.> 
Feaſt, doth not neceſfarily requite and oblige us: to uſe 
a Common Tale-Geſture, in. order to right and wor- 
thy Receiving, becauſe, in the Judgemenrand Prattice of- 
numerous Ditſenters,it may be worthily Received Stand- 
ing. Thus. the Presbyterians ( and all their Writers: 
who have,engaged againſt Ie" oy do not: condemn. 
Standing as Sinlul ard Unlawſul, nor. eſteem ſuch. 
as uſe it unworthy Receivers on that account.; and yet 
Standing 1 no __ -— —w—_ 

It any ſhould. yet the ry-of Sitti the 
= agreeable Geftueeta the Nature of 95 ans 
con{idered as a Feaſt, and that to-uſe any other Geſture 
would Prophane-the Ordinance ;. \ 

. I offer. this to be conſidered as a:good Anſwer, That 
the Paſſoves, was called a Feaſt by God himſelf who 
laſtitured; it, and yet he Commanded the Children of 
Iſrael to Celebrate it in Egypt after this manner ; with 
their Loyns Girt, their Shoes on their Feet, and. their 
Staff in their Hands : All Signs of haſt indeed, bus. 
no Feaſt or Table- Geſtures.euther among, the Fews or: 
the Feyptions. To lay that God enjoyned Geſtures un- 


| ſutable ro the Nature of that Ordinance , is to 'call: in. 


Queſtion the Wiſdom, and the Knowledge, and the Truth' 
of God, as not Atting upon a right: undefſtanding ob, 
and in Conformity to the true Natureof things: it's all 
one 45to ſuppoſe, that God, aſter he had Created areaſon- 
able Creature, would enjoyn him to do ſoniething that 
was difagrecable to his Nature and Reaſon. 'On the 
other hand, to fay that the Feaſt of the Paſſover did in its 
Nature.;adguti of! ſeveral Geſtures, is to _yield-alh that 
I deſire ;- for-then the. Sacrament, conſidered as a Feaſt, 
will admit of ſeveral too, and y doth not ob 
lige us to obſerve onely a Feaſt-Geſture for the due Cele- 
bration of it. L | 
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3- Ameeling is very Comely,, and Agreeable te the Na- 
ture of the Lord's Saver ithend 97 { Which! 
I hope wilt be madeevident to every Honeſt and Unby- 


aſſed Mind ( which Impartially fee 
theſe following conſiderations: -, -. 


1. Kneeling is-allowed on all Hands to be a very 
fit and ſutable Geſture for Prayer and Praiſe, and very 
apt to expreſs our Reverence, Humility, and Gratitude 
by, and Conſequently very fit to be uſed at the Ho- 
ly t, and agreeable to its Nature... This will 
appear, if we refle&t upon what hatls been delivered con- 
| bog =, cena and Ends of the Lord's Supper, For 

at the t we expreſs that by Actions ( as I hin- 
ted before) which at other times we do by Words ;_and 
the Lord's Supper is a Soleran Rite of Chriſtian Wor-. - 
Oy rea .r plyes Prayer / and hs nc 

the Parts of Prayer. -B 
his Body broken, = Blood hed our 
Commemorate, Repreſent,.and Shew forth 
Father, the Sacrifice which his Dearly Beloved 
upon the Croſs ; . we. Feaſt.upon the. memari 


t Sin-Offering,: - Aad in:{o-doing, 


after'Truth ) by 


Humnbly cotrras, bip.p dn Progigigm 

to us, and to beſtow upon-us all | 

| Welntercede with him too at the Communion-or the 

rr anger pt our. Fellow-Chciſtians and true = 
of tus Body 4 
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ful Prayer in the ſight of God; bit is a Viſible AR of * 


Praiſe and Thankſgwing; whereby we ter our Heavenly 
Father ſe that we retam a deep and lively fenſe of his 
Unexpreſſible Love, in ſending his onely begotten Son 
into the World to Dye for us that we might Live 
through him. And that w hich enlivens our Faith, and 
emboldens our hopes of finding Favour and Acceptance 
at his Handsart tlus time above others, is this, »#z. Our 
Prayers and Praiſes are not onely put up in the Name of 
Chriſt, but. preſented, and as it were Writ in his Blood, 
and offered ro God over the .great PropiriatoryeSacris 
fice, All this our AQtions ſignify and ſpeak, when we 
Eat the Conſecrated Bread, and Drink-the Cup of BleG 
fing at the Lord's Table. It rherefore tlieſe things Le 
True (and 1 think no body who -underftands what he 
doth when he partakes'of the Lord's Supper will gain- 
fayit) then Kneeling muſt be judged as fitting and con- 
venient to be-uſed at ſuch a time, when we fignify our 
deſires and affeQions by external Rites and Ceremonies 
of Godsappointment, as when wedo it by Words, that 

is, when weſay our Prayers. | 
2. Our Diſſenting Brethren” (and all good Chriſti- 
ans) will Grant,” that our Bleſſed Saviour ought to be 
Worſhipt and Adored by all worthy Communicants, 
inwardly in their Hearts and Souls, when they Receive 
the Tokens and Pledges of his tender and exceeding great. 
Love in laying down his Life for the Sins of the whole 
World. + And if fo, then whatſoever is very apt and 
meet t0 expreſs the inward eſteem and veneration of 
our minds by, can't be thought Unſurable and Repug- 
nant to the Nature'of the Lord's Supper : Becauſe that. 
is a Religious Feaſt Tiſtituted in Honour of our Lord; 
and is a Solorrin AQ of Chittan Wortbip perfotined 
to var Crucified Saviour. 'Otfr meeting ropether at 
th.s Holy Fealt in Obedieniceto his Commands, roComn- 
| . _ memorate 


- 


T: 53) 


memorate his Death, ſw. tell of all his | 
apy hy res Five? 5: woos 
as in us lyes) throughout all Ages, isan up ay 
of the Honour and reſpe&t we LED towards him ij on 
minds, and is, properly ſpeaking, that which we call 
Publick Worſhip. Since to Bow our Knees then, is al- 
lowed to be a proper mode of PRI Worſhip, and an 


External Sign of Regverence ; why an adoring _ - ...- 
poſture be thought Unmeet and Unſutable to the | 4 
Sacrament, which in its nature imports Worſhip and +4 
wr 7 E 


Ed po Chriſtian, of what Party or Perfwaſion 
deny, aa Oro Faode oat at 
wn gh to Employ our Tongnes 4n mg ths 
' Praifes of our Bleſſed me Ber? even in the At 
eciving, . is very agreeable to'the Nature of the Sacra- 
ment; why then ſhould Kneeling be thought Unſutable, 
which is no more but. onely G orilying ing God and our 
Bleſſed Saviour with another our Body > Why 
ſhould. the Geſture be at more than the Voice, 
or the Bowing of my Knees be eſteemed 1 
ous and unfitting, any more than moving my T' ; 
or raiſing my Hands and Eye to Heaven ? Eſpecially | 
if we conſider, that the high degree of Honour and 
Glory to which onr Lord is advanced in the Heavens 
by God the Father, as ret his Hurable and 
Submiffive Obedience here on Earth, challepges from 
us all manner of mare) agetr; ovyſ> Son 
and body's He ge vg7 wr fe On Wh 
wwto eves the Deat the C Where 
roen him 


God hath highly exalted bim, 
. which i above every Name , onthe Feſws phil. 2. 8,9, 


Bow, &c. and that 10, 11, 
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Luke 22. 42, 


Yer. 43. 
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4. The Holy Sacrament was Inſtiturcd in. Remem» 
brance of our Bleſſed Sayiours Death and Sufferings : 
And therefore I requeſt all our Diſſenting Brethren to 
Confult one place of Scripture concerning our Saviours 
Bodily Geſture or Deporrment in the Heat and Ex- 
tremity of his Paſſion, wherein he preſented” bimſelf 
before his Father in his Agony and Bloody Sweat in the 
Garden. Being in an Agony , he offercd up thisPrayer 
to his Father : If thou be willing, remove this Cup j 
me : Nevertheleſs, not my Will, Eut thine Fe done. But - 
after what manner, or 1n what Geſture cf Bcdy,did his 
perplexed Soul ufter theſe carneſt Supplicaticns? Why 
Kneeling, or fixing his Knees upon the Earth. Now 
we may remember and meditate on our Saviours Suf- 


'ferings 1n the Garden, when his Scul was ſo exceedin 


Sorrowſul, when he "was Teduced to ſuch a Weak and 


low Eſtate as-ro'ſtand in'need of Comfort ard Support 


from an Angel; though, I-ay, this may bedone Sitting, 
yet ſure no Sober and Conſidering Mind will ay, that 


'ro Celebrate the Memory of thele Sufferings with ten- 


ded Knees ( as his were) on the Earth, is an Improper 


-and Unſutable behaviour to be uſed at the Sacrament, 


where our proper work is to Commemorate the Death 
and Sufferings of our Saviour, and particularly theſe a» 
mong the reſt. | | | 

5. The Sacrament was Inſtituted to be a means of 
Receiving the benefits of his Death and Paſſion, and a 
Pledge to aſſure usthereof. . If we dobut Conſider what 
invaluable Bleſſings we expett to receive by our wor 
thy partaking of the Conſecrated. Bread and Wine at 
the Table of our Lord, (ſuch as the forgiveneſs of all 
our Sins, the plentiful Communications of his Grace 
and Spirit, and a Right and Title to Eternal Life) we 


can't think Kneeling an Unmeet and: Un 


Geſture in the A of Receiving the Outward Signs 
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OS +. 16 
ful Hearty ſenſe of Gods. infinite _ 


Merits and Sufferingsof his 'Son;, 0d of: " 
fold rich benefits which our Lord | 
his moſt Precious Bloody TEES DE 


der the ſenſe of -our. own Guilt, nd leranhie to 
Receive any mercy-at all from the Hands of our-Crea- 
tor and Soveraign Lord, whom we have by number- 
Ief and Heinous Crimes ſo. highly provok's and jncen- 
ſed againſt us; If ſuch an inward temper and. diſpoſi- 
'Hon of Soul becomes us at this Holy Fealt, (which I 
'thinfPno Man will deny ) then ſurely lo moſt Humble 
and reverential Geſture of our Body will become us 
roo. Why ſhould not a Submiſſive Lowly deportment 


of Body fute with-this Solemnity, as well as. a 
'Lowly Mind? And this: is that: which: our. Charch De Sb ht 
_ to be the end-and deſign of her Injunftion, in ration at the 


ng all her Communicants-to Kneel, | viz. for a 
antes af .an Humble and Grateſul 
Fe Fai of Cliche Hye to, all wort Re- 


* _ "They who urge Sitting as neceſary, andthe only 
agreeable Geſture to the Nature ofthe a ns tr £4 
-cauſe it's the Common Table-Geſture, muſt he Sa- 
crament either the ſame with an Ordinary and Coam- 

*mon Feaſt, or: onely like it.im ſome reſpeRs,. and, _ 
it in others; 'as every like is gor-rthe ſame. , To.make 
it the fame, is direftly to unhallow, and prophane the 
Ordinance; 4t us to. Eat and; Drink 


Meal or. Supper , "mas-thew 


pat Taryn * Mak 


end of the 
Communion 
Service, in the 
Book of Com- 


mon Prayer. 


4 
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Vid. 20,21, Will appear td any that will. take the pains to exarnine- 


and com- 


pare 
with 33, 34- 


rhe matter. 
Tf the Lord's Supper be not the ame with .an,Or- 


dinkry Feaſt, how comes it to pals that the ſame Geſture 
muſt be heceſſarily ved at both > It they: difler in 
their whoſe nature, then that which is agreeable to the. 
vature of the one, muſt be Repugnant to the nature of 
the other. It they agreein ſome reſpetsonly, anddif- 
ttt in others, but not an their whole nature, then Kneel-- 
ing may be as proper and. futabe-in ſome reſpedts, as 
Sitring is in others. ' For though the Civil Cuſtom of 
a Table-Geſture be allowed to ſtrike ſome ſtroke in a+ 
Spiritual Qrdinance, where therc is Eating and Driak-- 
ing; yet other reſpects in the Lonl's Supper. have a- 


| Aroke too, and that the greateft, if we duly weigh and 


conſider the ends of its faſtitution, . wich I have al-- 
ready deſcribed. And if. upeo: ſuch Examination it 
appear, that Kneeling, or an adoring Geſture, holds fit- 
ting Correſpondence with the principal relpeRs and ends. 
of the Lord's Supper, then-the Banquetting Gellure ,. 
though Lawful and Sutable in ſome lets reſpedts, mult 
and in reaſon-to givephice ; at leaſt, itoaght not 
to be Infifted on as the onely and necellary 
Geſture, without which we cannot worthiſy Commun 
cate. 

Whatſoever Geſture anſwers the principal re(pe&s 
and ends of this Holy Feaſt, beſt Sutcs to 4ts Nature, 
and con ly in reaſon to be beſt eſteemed 
of, and ſway more us than any other, if we will 
| Tn CG 
And that Kneeling or an adoring poſture dotly beſt ag- 
ſwer the Nature and Ends of the Sacrament, I think is 
clear and undenyable, if the account I have given 


of the Sacrament be good. I am fure, howſoever, that 
there is no reaſon Sitting ſhould juſtle out Kneel- 
ng 


Ao. 
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- 


oy Fas r "A 
ing esSivful, and Unſucable zo the Nature of 
ly Ordinan-e. Let Mr:Cartwrighe, a Learacd 


mine it : 4 Man we«f# wot. ( faith he ) refiiſe' #6: 
the Sacrament Kneeling, when be cannot have it: 
wiſe. 
The Primitive Church and Ancient Fathers had 

> emo er as is 
and urged by Dilſenters at /prefent; which 


will a 
_ oly Feaſt... ' And Firſt, I obſerve from-the Learn« 
. Mede, that for the ſpace of 2c0 after Chriſt, 


here 6 norte kl men made of heme Tk x 
in any Writings. oh which can. apod. 2: 
the Conſecrated Elements ſtood, the Altar ; andthe Ew. S: Tex fn 


chariſt, An O4/ation and a Sacrifice, becaule at this So- | 
lemnity they did Commemorate and Repreſent that Sa- 


rſrom thoſe Names'and Titles they gave to. 


len. 


or Nonconformiſts, be heard in this matter, gnddever-?* 4+ 


Philad. 
Eph. 


3 Epiſtles 


;f 


'erifice which Chriſt once'offered on the Croſs fqrthe 74 2: 


Sins'.of the World/ Now the Eachariſt conceived un- 
der the Notion of a Sacrifice, and the place on which 
it was offercd of an Altar, doth nor neceſſarily require 
a Table-Geſture; there is nor that ſtrit Connexion and 
Retarion between an Altar of a Sacrifice, and a Common 
Table-Geſture, as is conceived t6 be berwoen a Pegſt o 
Table, and a Feaſt or Ta 


- 2. The Primitive Chriſtians and Ancient Fathersof the . 


Church did not entertain fuch canceits about. rho 
\of a Common T 


ig Gor Gaga naw. 
—_— roar d—ae Wow ones. 1. 
of Gue#ts , Debarrs us the 
jog an 
tance and 


ial Entertamment ; thorit 


poſe of Chrifl, intention was to am 
ws at bis Table1 end much more 
effeF. Now the Primitive Church: tierte dreame of 


H + this 


leref the Linde Tak «he Pride pe a, Ark 
the par- 31, 37- 
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and the Prerogative of the Lord's Table? For a "i 


i. » purpoſe of Chriſt, and ot this kind of Fellowſhip) and 
© Familiarity with him ;- as the Phraſes they uſe, and. the | 


Auguſt and: Venerable "Titles: they-give' the. Sa-; 
crament, even when they conſider it as a Feaft and. 
Supper, and ſpeak of the 7Zable on which it was Cele- 
brated, plainly demonſtrate. They: call it, as.St. Paul 
doth, the Lord s Supper, the King/y, Royal, and oft Dryine | 
Supper; which Import Deference, Dittance, and Reſpect, 
on our Parts; the. Dreadful Sacrifice, the Venerable and. 
nb Sacrifice , the Wonderful and Terrible Ye 
ries; the Royal, Spiritual, Holy, Formidable, Tremendous 
Fable: The Bread and Wine-rafter Conſeeration., -are 
in their Language called the mof? Myſterious, moi? Holy 
Food and.Nutriment, the mofF Holy things ; and the place 
where the Table ſtood, the mof? Holy part of the Temple, 
in alluſion to that of the Jewiſh Temple, to which: the. 
Jews paid-the higheſt Reverence. The Bread' in parti» * 
cular they Stiled rhe Bread: of God; the Cup, 'the Holy 
and Myſteriqus, the Royal and Dreadful Cup. | 

The Primitive Biſhops and Holy Fathers adviſe the 
Communicants to Reverence. theſe Holy Myſteries , to 
come: with. Fear and Trembling, with Sorrow and Shame, 
with filence: and downcait Eyes, to keep their Foy - with 
i», and to approach the Table with all the Signs and 
Expreſſions of. Reverence and Humility imagi 
How.can theſe Specches conſiſt with that Social, Fami- 
liar carriage-at the Sacrament, which the Patrons of the 
T ure,contend-for,- as the Priviledge of Gueſts 


cluſion of this whole matter, I deſire our N 


ing Brethren. fcriouſly to conſider two-or three Queſti- 
ons which. 1 ſhall propound. to them, and endeavour to 
frame an Honeſt and Impartial Anſwer, as in'thePrefepce 
of God, who, ſearches our Hearts, and trycth our Reins. 


They are acer grneeiaind 
the Cauſe, or for the ſake of Contention'( 
my Heart; I ave" 6 ſud 


through 
Diſcourſe bur they are plain, and eafieto-belreſbived 
almoſt firſt ih 7 LIUQ! 


Qu, I: Whither of 'hbv'vr > thinGifures whithiud dl 
agreeable to the 'Niture'of Thi Satr teens, | anyone 8 wor 
ra. be thoſen and uſed by ut;"whew 'we can't uſe avorher 
a_ a the Peace map of rhat Charch wheres 
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L Peck i rx ft Pan oP huddeqee, 
oo & your 'Sotves- a Meyer ai 2 Iiand ule 
Ml Law; when nothi "bus whats is 
gr ext with the Law of 'G | ind prieires olandts 
ture the rel Th þ wor v0 y Aces 
iz 12M ,blajt & ont 6 
Wii Ps ive ave wor, Cri 
the Liw of G ekang example if bf vir: Saviour, 
our Selves many things, that are ou 
to do and uſe, aud are big, t and 
for the Good and Eullfication a 
much more, whe ſhalt: etl KrkChth 
and State depends upon ſuch *mn-27; 12fl2 
Qu. IV. Whether it be Pi yang 20. chaſe 
never to Receive the Sacrament .and ſo y $63 Cw your Setves 
of the Spiritual Benefit of that Feaft, rather 


then part with a Cruil Circumſtance, ſush as a Table-Ges, | 


flare ? 


It is the Cuſtam of our..Cohntry to Sit at Feaſts ; 
but few men are ſo mad 0 HS Eat 
and go Hungry aw 


ritual 


tits whole 


or us Rom. 154 a: 
—_ 3, 8. 


ar hep they have no room to Sit 
dowg. \ we not be POND! at this Spi- . 
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ritual Feaſt, in the-Conceras of our Souls, as we are fu 
thoſe of our Bodies, \ 

Pur the caſe we: were ftrialy prohibited by the Law 
- of the Land the uſe of a Table or a Table- cloth at 
' this Holy Feaſt, and we could not -receive with that 
"Convenience as now we may ; would you end your 
days in a continual refuſal, and never receive the Sacra- 
-ment? I don't know how far Paſſion'and Prejudice, ' and 
the heat of Diſputation may-blind and tranſport "Men; 
but if they will calml conſider this matter; #0d hearken 
to Reaſon, _—_—_— find nothing to juſtify the rota] 
 negkeR of "this -J am very apt to think 
they will be of my mind : for Ideclate to all the World, 
- rather than not Rective*at all the Comfortable Sacra» 
ment of our Bleſſed Saviours Body and Blood, I will 
"Receive it ona Tomb-ſtane, on the ground, ina Church, 
or in a Field, if all other' things that are Eſſential to ir 


' be rightly obſerved and performed. If any of our Dif- 


Brethren ſhall upon this Queſtion think as I 


- do, wiz. that there is no abſolute neceſſity of a Table 


in this caſe, which the Cuſtorn of our Country requires 
at Ordinary Feaſts; He will alſo at the fame time fe 
there is no abſolute neceſſity of a Table-Geſture, and 
that we may Receive worthily without-either the one 
or the other. 
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